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reetings Members!

I am pleased to present the 2023 Fall issue of The Canadian
Pilgrim.

Having celebrated Canadian Thanksgiving and moving through autumn

to the winter that will follow, we should reflect on our Pilgrim ancestors.
Their hope for a better life in Plimoth was accompanied with the fact that
first year that they had inadequate housing and food supplies for the winter
ahead. As we know, half of them passed away within a year of their arrival.
We owe so much to them.

In this issue, we have several submissions from our Board of Assistants.
Carol Martin continues her writing on 17th century clothing — this time that
of the Wampanoag people, the original inhabitants of the Plimoth area.
Maureen McGee shares the Mayflower Heritage Tour she took earlier this
year. Judi Archibald, our recently retired co-Historian, shares the life story
of a significant settler of Yarmouth Township, Nova Scotia.

Vice-Regent Barry Frame of the Nova Scotia Colony reports on the Septem-
ber Conference and AGM which was a great success. Check the accompany-
ing photos for some familiar faces.

Becket Soule DGG and Elder, who attended the September 2023 Triennial
Conference in Plymouth, MA, brings us significant information including
the decision made on increases in our fees.

John Noble, Historian explains the GSMD’s New DNA Policy and brings
information on the increase in fees for applications and supplementals.

Future newsletter submissions: If you have a story to share of your quest for
membership, or other related Mayflower topics, please contact me at my
email address below. Deadline for Spring 2024 newsletter submissions is
March 31. Send your articles as Microsoft Word documents and photos as
jpegs in 300 dpi or higher. Try to keep text to a maximum of 1000 words. If
you have a suggestion for an article, please email me.

Be sure to like and follow the Society on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/canadiansocietyofmayflowerdescendants

Keep informed via our web address: https://csmd.org Wi
And don'’t forget to renew your CSMD membership! &

Sincerely,

Cheryl Anderson
Editor, CSMD
editor@csmd.org
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Rev. W. Becket Soule The CSMD has been working hard on members’ behalf
Treasurer and our work shows with the large number of applications

E.;Ob Power the CSMD is handling and getting off to Plymouth for certi-
Recording Secretary fication. We have picked up a number of new members and

. .M aureen McGee have also increased the Junior membership.
Historian

John Noble
Co-Historian
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David Bradley
Captain
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The Canadian Society of Mayflower Descendants Database (DAD) seems
to be working well and is a big help to all.

I have been busy arranging Zoom meetings for some committees of the
CSMD, such as the Historian team and the Membership committee.

As the person responsible for the Junior program of the CSMD, my
committee and I are thrilled with the response to the under-18 program.
There are now 32 Juniors, looked after by the NSA Colony, but who are
members of the CSMD via the Junior Program.

Elder
Rev. W. Becket Soule
Counsellor
David “Sandy” Fairbanks
Surgeon
Dr. Carol A. L. Martin
Editor
Cheryl Anderson
Digital Administrator
J. Paul Roney
Librarian
George McNeillie Ill (Acting)
Nova Scotia Colony Regent
Cheryl Anderson
Member at Large
Susan Roser
Database Administrator Cheers,
lan R. Cook Bill

The outreach of the Facebook and website pages has increased our visi-
bility, with our weekly Wednesday article, done by Ship’s surgeon Carol,
drawing well over 100 readers each week, and many posts reach into the
200 or 300 range, with some being shared by member societies. This is

a truly noteworthy addition to the CSMD profile. As noted in the Mem-
bership committee report, I also instituted an Instagram account and
have placed some images up there to view and will reflect the Wednesday
articles there as well.

Becket attended the GSMD Congress in September and had my proxy
vote as I was not able to attend due to a family emergency.

GENERAL SOCIETY MAYFLOWER William E. (Bill) Curry
DESCENDANT OFFICERS Governor — Canadian Society of

Deputy Governor General Mayflower Descendants
Reverend W. Becket Soule

Assistant General
Bill Curry




Deputy Governor Report

Ghienial Congress 2023

| attended the forty-third General Congress of the General Society of
Mayflower Descendants, representing the Canadian Society of Mayflower
Descendants, in Plymouth, Massachusetts in September. It was quite a
packed schedule, and | shall attempt to be complete and still be readable even if not
entertaining.

I

The 2023 Congress of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants in Plymouth was a
marvellous occasion. It was so good to see many familiar faces, and the highlight
certainly occurred at the very beginning of the week with two marvellous trips. The
second one was to Provincetown and back, to see the various Pilgrim sites along Cape
Cod — there were many more than we had time to see, and | never realised that
Massachusetts was so tropical (the temperatures were regularly above 90°). The first
trip, however, was the more spectacular: through the good offices of the Plymouth
representative in the Massachusetts House of Representatives, we were able to arrange
a private viewing of the original manuscript of William Bradford’s Of Plimmoth
Plantation at the State House in Boston. The manuscript itself was in a specially
constructed case with a timed light in order not to damage the paper and writing; the
work itself was opened by the librarians to the pages Bradford wrote in 1651 on the
passengers of the “first ship” (Bradford never used the name Mayflower in his journal, or
in any other work — he always refers to it as “the first ship” or simply “the ship,” and
hoped that people would understand which
one that is by its context). Because of the
angle of the lighting and the glass, some clever
photographers were able to position their
cameras so that a picture could be made of
both the page listing the Mayflower
passengers, and the reflection of one of their
descendants at the same time. Thus, George
Soule is mentioned on the left-hand page, and
the reflection of his grandson is on the right.
Many of the family societies had special
meetings; | was pleased to attend those of the
Bartlett, Warren, Howland, and Allerton families. The Warren Cousins were honoured at
the groundbreaking of a new Warren House at Plimoth Plantation. The house will be
different than the other parts of the exhibit, because it will be focussing on the second
generation of settlers, particularly Elizabeth (Walker) Warren, the widow of Richard
Warren, and her seven children.
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The Delano Kindred were also represented, and presented a contribution to Plimoth
Plantation for this project (the photograph on the right is of Richard Pickering [right], the
deputy director of the museum, and Tom Delano [centre], President of Delano Kindred,
and myself [left]).
It was something of a surprise to see so many societies and groups not represented at
Congress: four member societies had no representatives at all, and a good number of
other societies were only represented by a single person.
Unfortunately, our governor and acting Deputy Governor General, Bill Curry, had an
emergency right before the Congress and was unable to attend. The always reliable
Susan Roser, however, was there as former Assistant Governor General, and graciously
was able to take Bill’s place for the Congress. It was great to have her there, particularly
as she knew what was going on! There was some quick discussion right at the beginning
of the meeting about whose authorisation we needed to substitute Susan, but | took it
upon myself (as the elected Assistant General and Deputy Governor) to straighten this
out before the main business meeting, and it all went smoothly. Canada thus had full
representation.

Il
The Historians’ Meeting on Sunday (!!) morning was quite disturbing, and rather an eye
opener. Barbara Milligan, the new Director of Genealogical and Research Services of the
GSMD presented the “Business Plan” for her department. The significant — and
astonishing — change is that this department is going to start offering research services,
i.e., it will prepare applications for membership in the Society. For a fee. Although the
amount has not been established yet, the figure that was discussed was at least $150
(US) an hour for this service. It was noted that people sometimes engage a professional
genealogist to prepare their application, and that sometimes this amounts to thousands
of dollars. How frequent remains to be seen: | have not seen anyone do that in North
Carolina, and we do about 50-60 applications a year. Several member Society historians
pointed out that they (the historians) frequently do a lot of the work, as well as actually
putting together the application. Barbara, supported by several other member Society
historians, stated that this was not part of what Society historians needed to be doing.
This would obviously be cutting into the work that GSMD could be doing (and getting
paid for). Several comments (of my own):



1. This marks a substantial change in how Plymouth functions, as part of the shift
away from volunteers and toward paid staff (more on that later). Plymouth has
hired a large number of verifiers, who now have a lot of time on their hands
because of the downturn in the number of applications. They now have to find
something to (a) keep them busy, and (b) generate more income.

2. The main purpose of this is to bring in more money, and it is all about money. In
fact, on two occasions, Barbara Milligan referred to potential applicants as
“customers,” which is the dead giveaway (perhaps a Freudian slip). They are
seen only as sources of income.

3. Although concern was expressed that this seemed to be cutting the member
Society historians out of the application process, this was vigorously denied as
the principal intention of this move. | believe, however, that it will be the
inevitable result. Part of this is the result of GSMD alienating several large
member Societies (such as Florida) by Plymouth’s high-handed and, frankly,
illegal activities. | believe that this will cause a substantial centralisation of work
— and control -- in Plymouth, as member Society historians are slowly but surely
being cut out of the process.

4. It is significant that at the present time neither the Director of Genealogical and
Research Services, nor the Historian General, nor the Executive Director of the
GSMD, is a genealogist. The background of all of them is in ... fundraising.

11

There were three major issues at the business session of the Congress: raising the
application fee, bylaws changes, and elections.

The first was raising the application fee to $175 (US). There was no more than fifteen
minutes discussion on this; the Treasurer General was asked some questions, which he
declined to answer. Instead, he simply showed the same PowerPoint slides that he
prepared nine months previously (which became clear when the dates at the bottom of
the slides were seen). The focus of GSMD was exclusively on the “revenue stream,” and
how more money could be brought in. The reason more money needs to be brought in
is that volunteers have been eliminated, and paid staff put in their place. Several
speakers noted that GSMD simply had not made its case for an increase in application
fees; GSMD’s response was a not very subtle threat that if the application fee was not
increased, that dues would need to be increased. Other speakers noted that their
number of applicants had decreased substantially after the last increase, if not dried up
completely. Some of the larger societies simply responded, “Tough. If people really
want to become members, they will come up with the money” (That is a direct quote).
The representative from Australia noted that because of currency exchange rates, this
increase has a disproportionally large effect on Australia, Europe and Canada.

The main arguments against were: this would harm particularly small societies because
it would deprive them of members who could not afford the increased cost; the
Executive Council had not made the case for the increase; and the use of dues to cover
application costs is a reasonable and appropriate use of the dues. The Executive

5.



Committee also refused to give the figures requested by some members, or to consider
other ways proposed for analysing the finances.

The main argument for was: we can charge whatever we want, because this is a great
value, and some lineage societies charge even more. If one really wants to join, one will
come up with the amount, whether it is $200 or $2000. The charge for this, which was
presented as a compromise, was led by Massachusetts, for whom a $25 increase would
only be a 10% increase.

The vote took place by using a rather arcane parliamentary manoeuvre. Different
increases were moved from the floor, and then, starting with the greatest increase and
proceeding in descending order, each was voted on until a majority was obtained. |
suspect that this was, Pontius Pilate like, a means to say that GSMD did not raise the
fees, they only acquiesced in what the Congress wanted.

The votes are as follows (each member society cast a single vote):

To set the application fee at $175: 12 in favour, 36 opposed.

To set the application fee at $170: 16 in favour, 34 opposed.

To set the application fee at $150: 29 in favour, 20 opposed.

There followed a motion to delay the implementation of this measure for a year (until 1
January 2025); Jane Hurt ruled that this motion was out of order because it conflicted
with the Bylaws. The whole was then voted on, and passed (31 to 19). Canada voted no
on all of the motions.

There followed bylaws amendments, of which three are significant:

1. The substitution in the text of the Bylaws of paid staff for volunteers in recording
applications. It is highly irregular to include and mandate paid staff (over which
the membership has no control, since they are not elected) in the Bylaws. The
previous Bylaws entrust the Historian General with keeping the roster, and thus
far the Historian General has used the Membership Coordinator to do that (a title
which has changed three times in the last three years; there have been three
Membership Coordinators/Directors/Managers in the last four years). This
passed with 39 in favour and 9 opposed. | voted in opposition.

2. Permission for electronic meetings for special meetings was approved. This
brings special meetings in line with the provisions for regular meetings. This
passed without any negative votes.

3. Dividing the at large members into East and West divisions, with the Mississippi
River being the dividing line. Canada is put in the West division. There was
trenchant opposition from the Australian delegates because the Mississippi River
does not flow through Australia (or Europe for that matter). | supported
Australia (keeping the Commonwealth together), but the change still passed.

The Executive Committee was then elected, with several contested elections:

1. Governor General Lisa Pennington [unopposed]

2. Assistant Governor General Jeff Stark [contested election: Carter Weise 61; Jeff
Stack 75]

3. Secretary General Martin Beerman [unopposed]

4. Treasurer General Bart S. Henson [unopposed]

6.



5. Historian General Allie Golon [contested election: Allie Golon 101; Marti Bobertz
35]
6. Counsellor General James J. Wheaton [unopposed]
7. Elder General the Reverend Michael R. Denney [unopposed]
8. Captain General Collier Wiese [contested election: Collier Wiese 75; Chuck
Provost 61]
9. Surgeon General David Lowell Nash, MD [unopposed]
10. Members at Large:
Chris Schlosser [East] 49 elected
Beth Lambright [West] 36 elected
Jane Schleinzer [East] 27 elected
Cherie Lawson 19
This election was particularly distasteful because of the defamatory statements made
during her report by the (then) Counsellor General about one of the candidates for an
office; the candidate was not given an opportunity to reply. It was all so shameful.
\Y
At the conclusion of this Congress, the permanent officers of the General Board of
Assistants were elected. | was elected as Deputy Governor General for Canada, and Bill
Curry was elected as Assistant General for Canada. While to some extent these are
three-year terms, it is also the case that people remain in a position until their successor
is nominated and elected. @ That way a member Society will never be without
representation, which might occur if one ceased to hold an office after the expiration of
one’s term. A former Secretary General told me that there are some people who have
been on the General Board of Assistants for more than twenty years, simply because
their successors have never been elected.

As always, if there are any questions or comments, please let me know.

W. Becket Soule
Deputy Governor General for Canada

What Was That Ailment? "

Match these diseases from the 18th and 19th centuries

What was: Was it:

I. Bursten a. A seizure or trance-like state

2. Enteric fever b. Recurring fever with sweating, chills, and flushing
3. Catalepsy c. Hernia or rupture

4. Cramp colic d. Appendicitis

5. Hectic fever e. Typhoid

Disease terminology information used with permission of Craig Thornber creator of the GLOSSARY OF MEDICAL TERMS USED IN THE
18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES https://www.thornber.net/medicine/html/medgloss.html

7.



CSMD Board of Assistants Announces Increase in Fee for
Applications/Supplementals Effective 1 January 2024

The GSMD Congress meeting in
Plymouth in September reluctantly
approved a $25 increase in the fee for
applications and supplementary ap-
plications effective 1 January 2024. The
GSMD Executive Committee had orig-
inally proposed a doubling of the fee
from $125 to $250 which was opposed
by many Member Societies including
CSMD. The Executive Committee
subsequently withdrew that proposal
and submitted a proposed increase of
$50. The Executive Committee made
little effort to convince Member Societ-
ies of the need for this increase which
was defeated in a recorded vote by
almost three quarters of those voting,
including CSMD. A proposal for a $25
increase effective 1 January 2024 was

eventually passed 31 to 19, with the
CSMD representative voting against.

This decision means that CSMD is
obliged to increase the fee its charges
for applications and supplemental
(including Silver Supplemental) ap-
plications effective 1 January 2024. The
Board of Assistants has decided that
the new fee will be $215 CDN effec-
tive I January 2024. The existing fee of
$175 remains in place until then for all
applications which are completed by
31 December 2023. The deadline for
submission of new applications to be
covered by the existing fee is 1 Novem-
ber 2023. There is no guarantee that
such applications will be finalized by
31 December 2023. That all depends

Membership Dues

The annual assessment which GSMD charges for each CSMD Member remains at
$35 USD. That is included in your CSMD annual dues which remain at $75 CDN.
Dues are payable by 1 December 2023 and notices have been sent to all Members
in mid-October.

Membership dues may be paid by PayPal, using any credit card, by clicking the
button “Pay Now” at the bottom of the CSMD Membership page of our website
(https://csmd.org/membership/ ) or by e-transfer from your Canadian bank ac-
count to treasurer@csmd.org.

You do not have to create a Pay Pal account, simply click “continue as guest”, and
for payments from members in the United States or elsewhere outside Canada you
can chose payment in Canadian dollars for which PayPal will automatically calcu-
late the exchange rate and charge your credit card accordingly.

Please email the Acting Treasurer at treasurer@csmd.org if you have any questions.
Membership dues can also be paid by cheque made payable to Canadian Society
of Mayflower Descendants and sent to the Acting Treasurer, 1366 Plante Drive, Ot-
tawa, ON K1V 9G3. Cheques from US Banks are accepted if payable in USD. Please
consult the Acting Treasurer to obtain the exchange rate.

John Noble
Acting CSMD Treasurer
CSMD Historian

on the number of generations which
have to be proven and the availability
of copies of required documents.

John Noble
Acting CSMD Treasurer
CSMD Historian

SHOW YOUR
PILGRIM PRIDE!

These handsome lapel
pins  featuring the
armorial bearings of
the Canadian Society
of Mayflower
Descendants are now
available to members
for  $15.00, which
includes shipping &
handling.

The symbolism for the
arms is as follows:

The red and white are the colours
of Canada. The ship represents the English
ship Mayflower which transported Pilgrims
to New England in 1620. The scallop shells
are the traditional symbol of Pilgrims.

Arms:

Crest: The Canada jay represents the
Canadian identity of the Society. The
boulder represents Plymouth Rock, the
traditional landing spot in Massachusetts
of the Pilgrims from England in 1620.

Motto: While being a pun on the
name Mayflower, the motto also
evokes a hope of growth of the Society.

To place an order, cheques should be made
payable to Canadian Society of Mayflower
Descendants and sent to CSMD Treasurer,
1366 Plante Drive, Ottawa, ON K1V 9Gs;
e-transfers may be sent to treasurer@csmd.
org (pleaseremembertoinclude your name
and address) and PayPal payments using
the “Pay Now” button at the bottom of the
Membership page of the CSMD website
page (https://csmd.org/membership/ ).




GSMD’s New DNA Policy

In late March the GSMD Executive Committee approved a
new DNA Policy which opens up the use of autosomal (atDNA
the Ancestry test) that may be cited as part of a genealogical
proof argument for one of the last three generations (you, your
parents or your grandparents). mtDNA (Mitochondrial DNA,
all female line) can also be cited as part of a genealogical proof
argument in conjunction with atDNA or Y-DNA for one of
the last three generations. The use of Y-DNA (all male line) is
limited to one generation. FTDNA Y-DNA 67 marker or higher
test is required for proving lineage. In all cases, DNA evidence
alone will not be sufficient without a well-documented research
paper. DNA test results from companies such as Ancestry, 23
and Me, My Heritage and Family TreeDNA must be uploaded
to FTDNA.
Permission must be obtained from any living parties (or their
legal representatives) whose DNA results are submitted.
The generation using DNA must be presented with an in-depth
research report that:
Follows the Genealogical Proof Standard and demonstrates:

+ Reasonably exhaustive research

+ Complete and accurate source citations

+ Thorough analysis and correlation

+ Resolution of conflicting evidence

+ Soundly written conclusion based on the strongest evidence
It is suggested that Applicants who may not be knowledgeable
with this subject matter should consider hiring a third-party

consultant to develop a testing strategy, analyze results, and
write the research report. Many professional genealogists are
qualified in this area.

While the new policy is an advance on the previous policy
which only accepted Y-DNA, it remains quite limited in its
scope and for most applicants will be limited to one of the last
three generations. In that respect it may be helpful to applicants
who are adopted and whose adoption records were sealed. The
new Policy outlines the limitations of atDNA “this test is not as
useful for genealogical purposes because you may not inherit
any autosomal DNA from ancestors beyond 5 or 6 generations.”
The new DNA Policy was originally posted in the GSMD Policy
Manual which is accessible only for GSMD members. In Sep-
tember it was posted on the GSMD public web-site and can be
accessed at this URL: https://themayflowersociety.org/genealo-
gy/genealogy-tips-tools/

The procedures for implementing the | I
DNA Policy within the GSMD Research -
Center (formerly the Director of Geneal- ;
ogy and Research Services) are still being
developed

John Noble
Acting CSMD Treasurer
CSMD Historian

Shella Marie Surette (NS)
Gregory Wallace Cook (NS)
Kenneth Grant Follansbee Sr. (TX)

Francis Cooke

Stephen Hopkins

William Brewster

3 () lee'CSMD Members

Supplementals

Brian Douglas Trask (NS) William Brewster,

Christopher Allan Brown (ON) John Tilley John Alden,

Jizelle Margaret Barsalou (ON) Stephen Hopkins o John Billington
Bobbi Jo Atkinson (NS) William Brewster ~ Gary William Bennett (ON) Mary Brewster,
Beverly Bertha Lawrence Barr (MB) John Alden Priscilla Mullins
Melanie Dawn Inglis (NS) Stephen Hopkins Herbert Charles Brannen (CA) William Brewster
Marcia Deanne McLean (AB) Richard Warren John Robert Goudey (ON) ]Oh” Alden
Hunter Charles van Leeuwen (NS) Francis Cooke Karen Mason (ON) Richard More
Tonya Maria Buck Brown (ON) William Bradford Cheryl Trask Anderson (NS) John Howland
Paula Susan Martin (ON) Edward Fuller .

Lynda Helen Mazza (FL) Stephen Hopkins Silver Supplementals

Debra Currie (NS) Stephen Hopkins

Joanne Follansbee (RI) Wi?liam Brfws tor Herbert Charles Brannen (CA) i/;)ve Bgewstir
Kenneth Grant Follansbee Jr. (NY) William Brewster Coa;sytarffgulfljr’kins
Carolyn Parker (TN) William Brewster Giles Ho kinsp ’
Patricia Bruce (NS) George Soule Richard I\Q/V ’

. ichard Warren,
Judith MacDonald (NS) George Soule William Bradford
Gary Edwards (ON) Francis Billington  John Noble
John Buck (ON) William Bradford Acting CSMD Treasurer

CSMD Historian
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CANADIAN SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER
DESCENDANTS

ANNUAL REPORT
ELDER, CANADIAN SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER
DESCENDANTS
1 November 2023

Having been elected Elder of the Canadian Society of Mayflower Descendants at the annual
meeting in October 2018, [ am now coming to the end of my fifth year in that position. |
am grateful for the opportunity to participate in the Society in this capacity, and as always
for the warm reception | have received from all of the CSMD members.

I have received notice of the following departed members since the last report:

GS679%06; CN330 James A M Johnston Cooperstown, NY 14 November 2022
(GS548881 CN295 Eleanor Louise Smith Bridgewater, NS 10 February 2023
GST76672; CN462 Harry Earle MacKay Ortawa, ON 17 March 2023
(GS75723; CN443 Jack Harry Berryman Toronto, ON 19 April 2023
GS59136; CN165 Allen Robert Collins Okotoks, AB 24 April 2023

GS Charles Hubbard MacDonald Fredericton, NB 28 May 2023
GS50687; CN107 Noble B H Dean Belleville, ON 26 July 2023
(GS93548; CNG64S Richard Beverly Noble Torbrook Mines, NS 20 September 2023

Following art. 6.8 of the CSMD Bylaws, 1 have sent letters in the past year to relatives of
departed members, where they can be identified.

Wctlelly subm;’ ted,
(The Rev. Dr.) W. Becket Soule
Elder, Canadian Society of Mayflower Descendants

O GOD, whose mercies cannot be numbered; Accept our prayers on behalf of the souls
of thy servants departed, and grant them an entrance into the land of light and joy, in
the fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Passenger Inheritance Program

This is a new program that provides an opportunity for existing members to inherit unlimited number of
ancestors from a sibling, parent or grandparent (or child or grandchild) for a flat fee of $150 USD, plus
$10 USD per certificate.

No Member Society involvement will be required, and no application form will be needed.

Eligible for certificates, ancestor bars.

Watch the GSMD Members’ Only page for details, launch date and form.

Details will also be forthcoming in the December 2023 issue of the Mayflower Quarterly Magazine.

I0.



L p——

MAYFLOWER

The Nova Scotia Colony of Mayflower Descendants

The Nova Scotia Colony of Mayflower Descendants held its annual conference and
AGM on September 22nd and 23rd in Arcadia, Yarmouth County, Nova Scotia.

We had a turnout of approximately 35 members and guests, fewer than anticipated
due to a recent COVID outbreak in the area that affected some of our members

and presenters. However, those that did attend were treated to an excellent slate of
speakers over the two days of the conference and rekindled friendships developed in
previous conferences.

Our first speaker on Friday night was Steve Skafte, a writer, photographer, and explorer who spends much of his
time haunting abandoned cemeteries and recovering forgotten history. Steve entertained the crowd with tales and
photographs from graveyards across Nova Scotia.

Later in the evening, the musical group The River Trio gave us a presentation on 17 th century music in word and
song. It was illuminating to hear old English lyrics sung to at least one very familiar tune. One of the group’s members
displayed his collection of family hymn books from the period.

On Saturday morning our gathering was honoured to have The Reverend Dr.

W. Becket Soule, Deputy Governor of the GSMD and Elder of the Canadian Society
of Mayflower Descendants, give us a scholarly presentation about the ships that
arrived in Plymouth in the early years of the colony. The previous evening, Dr. Soule
had spoken to the assembly about the happenings at the recent GSMD in Plymouth
which he had attended.

On Saturday afternoon we heard from Deborah Trask, Curator Emeritus of The Nova
Scotia Museum and Secretary of the NS Colony. Deborah gave us a presentation
about the design and symbolism found on the older
gravestones in Nova Scotia. Very Interesting!

In the AGM portion on the weekend, our Regent Cheryl Anderson announced to

the membership that our historian Judi Archibald has decided to retire after serving
in that position for 14 years. Thank you, Judy, for your years of excellent work and
dedication to our colony. David Bradley who is currently Co-historian of the Canadian
Society has been elected as the Nova Scotia Colony’s new historian. Welcome to our
group David!

During the conference proceedings, Membership Certificates were presented to the 12
people (some in absentia) whose applications were approved over the last 12 months.

Next year’s conference will take place on September 20 th and 21 st, 2024, so mark the
dates on your calendar now and we hope to see you there!

Barry Frame, Conference Chair
NS Colony Vice-Regent
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The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe,
(the name Wampanoag translates
to “People of the First Light”), has
inhabited present day Massachusetts
and Eastern Rhode Island for more
than 12,000 years. At the time of the
arrival of the Mayflower there were
some 69 villages of a few thousand
people each, that were part of the
Wampanoag Nation throughout the
region now known as New England.

In the summer months, these Native
peoples lived closer to the water
where food was more abundant, and
as the weather got colder, they moved
inland. The men often traveled far
north and south along the Eastern
seaboard for seasonal fishing
expeditions, and sometimes stayed
in those distant locations for weeks
and months at a time. The women
cultivated varieties of the “three
sisters” (maize, climbing beans, and
squash) as the staples of their diet,
supplemented by fish and game
caught by the men.

The Wampanoag had a matri-lineal
system, like many indigenous peoples
of the Northeastern Woodlands, in
which women controlled property,
and hereditary status was passed
through the maternal line. They were
also matri-focal, therefore, when a
young couple married, they lived with
the woman’s family. Men acted in
most of the political roles for
relations with other bands and

tribes, as well as in warfare. Women
passed plots of land to their female
descendants, regardless of their
marital status.
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There was a government structure,
with delegates from each village
who would meet with each other,
discussing issues and collectively
making policies and rules that would
be in the best interest of everyone.
The villages were in constant
communication with each other and
there was an abundance of food for
everyone.

Materials and Symbolism

Natural materials played a crucial
role in Wampanoag clothing.
Animal hides, especially deerskin,
were valued for their durability and
protection against the elements.
Woven plant fibers, such as hemp and
nettle, were used to create textiles for
clothing. The colors of the clothing
were often derived from natural
dyes, with reds and earth tones being
prevalent.

12.

Cultural Significance

Wampanoag traditional clothing
held deep cultural significance.

It was a visual expression of their
connection to the land, animals, and
the spirits. The clothing’s designs
and adornments carried spiritual
symbolism, reflecting their beliefs

in the interconnectedness of all life
forms. Additionally, clothing played a
role in social distinctions, showcasing
an individual’s age, gender, and status
within the tribe.

Women’s Clothing

Traditional Clothing Elements:
Wampanoag women’s attire typically
consisted of wraparound skirts made
from woven plant fibers, animal
hides, or a combination of both.
These skirts were fastened with belts
and extended to the ankles. Over
their torsos, women wore sleeveless
mantles or tunics, similar to those
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Map of Wampanoag Country in the 1600's

‘Wikimedia File: MNational Geographic, Wamparoag Territary

worn by men, though often with
additional
decorative elements and designs.

Adornments and Accessories: Women
adorned themselves with necklaces,
earrings, and bracelets made from
various materials such as shells,
bones, and beads. They also wore
headbands adorned with feathers,
shells, and beads.

Men’s Clothing

Traditional Clothing Elements:
Wampanoag men wore breechcloths
made from woven fibers like animal
hide or plant materials. These cloths
were secured around the waist and
passed between the legs, offering
flexibility and ease of movement. The
breechcloth was often paired with
leggings, usually made from deerskin,
offering protection and warmth
during colder months. On their upper
bodies, men wore sleeveless tunics,
known as a mantle, which were also
made from animal hides or woven
plant fibers. Mantles were secured
with belts and were often adorned

with decorative elements like fringe.

Adornments and Accessories: Men
adorned themselves with various
accessories such as necklaces made
from shells, beads, and animal bones.
Feathers and other natural materials
were used to decorate headbands,
which held both practical and

spiritual significance.
Children’s Clothing

Traditional Clothing Elements:
Children’s clothing mirrored that

of adults, only in smaller sizes.
Breechcloths, skirts, and tunics were
common elements in their attire.
Children’s clothing emphasized
comfort and ease of movement so that
they could engage in daily activities
and learn essential skills from their
families and communities.

Adornments and Accessories:
Adornments for children were
simpler, often consisting of beads and
small shells used in necklaces and
bracelets.

3.

Conclusion

The traditional clothing of the
Wampanoag Tribe during the 1600’
and earlier encapsulated their rich
cultural heritage, spirituality, and
social identity. Each piece of clothing,
from breechcloths to mantles,
conveyed a story, symbolizing their
relationship with the natural world
and their deep-rooted values. The
attire of the Wampanoag people is a
testament to

their resilience, creativity, and
enduring cultural legacy that
continues to inspire and educate
people about the intricate tapestry of
Native American history.

References: Wikipedia and Wikimedia
www.plymouth4ooinc.org/our-story-
exhibit-wampanoag-history/
https”//thekidshouldseethis.com/post/
Wampanoag-and-pilgrim-women-
1620s-video
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/
archive/2019/11/thanksgiving-belongs-
wampanoag-tribe/602422/
https://www.thecollector.com/history-
native-americans-northeast-usa/
https://thehistoryjunkie.com/
wampanoag-tribe-facts/
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Abigail Cushman Robbins

Mayflower Descendant

Yarmouth Township Land Grant #1 Grantee

My interest in the story of Abigail Cushman Robbins was piqued
a few years ago while researching for Cemetery Tours that Wil-
fred Allan and I were conducting. It seems there was a Robbins
family ‘story’ that the Robbins Family was not impressed with
the behaviour of Squire John Crawley, Surveyor at the time of
the awarding of Lands Grants in the newly established Township
of Yarmouth in 1767. This story and other discovered fun facts
were the basis of our tour that we conducted as Squire Crawley
and Abigail Robbins. Abigail Cushman Robbins ‘came to life’ for
a short period of time, while conducting these tours.

Abigail Cushman’s story begins on 3rd
April 1737, with her birth to Robert Cush-
man and Mercy Washburn of Kingston,
Massachusetts. Her father Robert, was the
great great grandson of Robert Cushman
who made many of the arrangements for
the Mayflower’s voyage in 1620. Robert did
not sail with the Mayflower but stayed back
in England with his young son Thomas.

However, in 1621, Robert Cushman came to
Plymouth on the Fortune, accompanied by
his 14-year-old son, Thomas. Robert stayed
in the Colony a short time and returned to
England; however, he left his son Thomas
in Plymouth under the charge of Pilgrim
William Bradford. About 1636 Thomas
married Mary Allerton, the daughter of Pilgrim Isaac Aller-
ton, in Plymouth, Massachusetts. This marriage of Thomas
Cushman and Mary Allerton is the union that makes all
descendants of Abigail Mayflower Descendants.

Now back to Abigail.

Little did we realize the important part Abigail would play
in the newly established Township of Yarmouth but as you
read along, Abigail’s story will unfold.

Abigail lived her early life in Kingston, Massachusetts and
in 1757 she married Benjamin Robbins, the son of Jeduthan
Robbins and Rebecca Crocker of Plymouth, Massachusetts.

Abigail and Benjamin had two children: Joseph born in 1757
and Mercy born ca 1759.

In 1762, Benjamin and Abigail were members of an extend-
ed family group that included Benjamin’s brother James,
who made the voyage to Nova Scotia where they were
among the early settlers of Yarmouth Township. They
came to take advantage of the ‘free’ land that was advertised
throughout New England as ‘available’ by the Government
of Nova Scotia. This was the land that was left vacant after
the British deported the Acadians in this
region of Nova Scotia in 1758, because they
would not pledge allegiance to the British
Crown.

Benjamin chose to settle on land at the
southwestern end of Chebogue Point, a
very open piece of land, rocky and sparse-
ly populated with trees, one could say, a
wind-swept piece of land, flat and sur-
rounded by the ocean and Jebogue River
on 3 sides.

This new home was not kind to Abigail.
By the end of 1765/66, within 3 years of the
family’s arrival, Benjamin had drowned
in the waters off Chebogue Point, making
Abigail a widow; their young daughter
Mercy had been burned to death in a fire and buried on
their property; and Abigail was left with her young son Jo-
seph to tend their livestock and cultivate the harsh land. As
they had only been on their land about 3 years before Ben-
jamin’s demise, their shelter was probably a very rough log
cabin not well suited to the harsh, cold, wet, windy weather
that would have been experienced on this piece of property.
A million-dollar view in 2023 but not so in 1765!

Prior to Benjamin’s drowning, he had petitioned for a Land
Grant on the piece of land where they had settled at the end
of Chebogue Point. When the Land Grants were awarded in
1767 Benjamin had drowned, and, the Robbins’ Land Grant
at the end of Chebogue Point was awarded in the name of



Abigail Robbins, Land Grant #1 in the newly established
Township of Yarmouth. Very unusual at the time to have a
Land Grant awarded in a woman’s name, and the fact that
it was noted as ‘Land Grantee No. I’ in the records makes it
even more noteworthy.

Sometime after the Land Grants were awarded in 1767 and
the early 1770’s, Abigail and her son Joseph returned to
Kingston, Massachusetts probably finding life too harsh
and difficult for a young widow with a young son.

After returning to Kingston, after 1773, Abigail married as
her second husband, Lemuel Crooker, a widower from
Pembroke and Carver, Massachusetts. No record has been
found that she had more children. Back in Massachusetts,
Abigail’s son Joseph became a Blacksmith, fought in the
Revolutionary War and was awarded a Pension at the end
of the war.

In 1780 a Deed was registered showing Abigail and Lem-
uel sold Abigail’s original Yarmouth land grant to David
Hersey. Then, in 1788, Abigail’s son Joseph returned to
Yarmouth with his wife Elizabeth Stephens and their 5
children. Joseph bought his mother’s original land grant
from David Hersey so the property at the end of Chebogue
Point was once again in the hands of the Robbins Family.
Joseph and Elizabeth had 9 more children after settling on
Chebogue Point for a total of 14 children.

Lemuel Crooker wrote his Will on 8 September 1795 and
died 17 September 1795 while he and Abigail were living in
Carver. Abigail was still living in Carver when Lemuel’s
Will was administered in 1798 and she was awarded her
Widow’s Dower. Lemuel is buried in Carver, Massachu-
setts. Abigail was a widow for a second time!

After exhaustive searching, both in Carver and Kingston,
Massachusetts
and in Yar-
mouth, Nova
Scotia, no
death record or
burial record

: has been found
[

"ﬁ' p

. for Abigail.
Landing Site of Yarmouth's
first English-speaking sertfers
These ques-
tions have not
been defini-

tively answered: did Abigail return to Chebogue Point and
is Abigail buried at her grave stone site in the Chebogue
Cemetery, Chebogue, Nova Scotia?

This grave stone in the
Chebogue Cemetery for
Abigail Cushman Rob-
bins Crooker notes her
date of birth but has no
death date. Her May-
flower ancestry is also
noted on her gravestone
— the only grave stone
in the Cemetery noting
Mayflower Ancestry
although there are over
1600 burials in the Che-
bogue Cemetery with
Mayflower ancestry.

It is noted in the Robbins Genealogy that there was an old
slate grave stone found in pieces with the printing obliter-
ated prior to a 1901 Inventory of gravestones in the Che-
bogue Cemetery. There was no mention of a grave stone

in this Inventory but a foot stone was found on the area of
Joseph Robbins’ family plot with the initials ‘A.C.” — Abigail
Crooker?

It appears that family members erected Abigail’s second
gravestone sometime after the 1901 Inventory, in her honor
to replace her broken and illegible gravestone.

My personal feeling is that Abigail did return to Yar-
mouth, Nova Scotia sometime after Lemuel’s death in 1795
and the awarding of her Widow’s Dower in 1798. Her son
Joseph and his 14 children were all living on the original
land grant on Chebogue Point
or close by. It was customary at
that time period, that the elder
parent/grandparent would live
the later years of their life in the
household of a family member.
Abigail had no family members
in Carver, Massachusetts but
many family members on Che-
bogue Point.

The mystery of Abigail’s death
date/place continues and would
make an interesting sequel to
this story!

Judi Archibald, Past Co-Historian, CSMD
Past Historian,
Nova Scotia Colony of Mayflower Descendants

Additional photos by Gary Archibald
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Maytlower Heritage Tour 2023

I had planned to visit England and Holland in 2020 to explore my Mayflower Heritage on my own as many commemora-
tive events were planned in England and Holland to celebrate Mayflower 400. Most were cancelled due to the pandemic.
However, when I attended the GBOA meeting in Minneapolis in September of 2022, I met many fellow members and
spouses who highly recommended the Mayflower Heritage Tour, so I decided to sign up.

Here are some my memorable Mayflower moments:

. The tour company, Feat Travel, matched me with Deborah Domain of Chicago as a roommate. She was
one of four people from Chicago who joined the tour together and we had a friend in common, Ruth
Lucchesi, who encouraged me to come to my first General Board of Assistant’s Meeting in Indianapolis in
2016 and passed away in 2021. [ was the only Canadian of seventeen people on the tour and I became part
of “the Chicago bunch.”

. The stranger in Amsterdam who educated me about how to avoid bicycles and pickpockets. No riders
in Amsterdam wear helmets and they whiz along in specially designated lanes on narrow streets.
Pedestrians beware. He told me to keep my phone in a safe place because a person on a bicycle could
easily grab it from my hand or pocket as they whizzed by.

. Finally figuring out the street signs in Amsterdam. There are lots of signs on the street corners, but they
give directions to other locations. It took a while to notice the small blue signs high up on some buildings
that indicated the name of the street [ was on.

. Meeting fellow tour member, Thora Goodnight, a descendant of my 5th great grandparents, Joshua
Smith whose Mayflower ancestor was Thomas Rogers and Mercy Snow, whose Mayflower ancestor was
Stephen Hopkins. I am descended from their daughter, Lydia and she is descended from their son, Asa.

. Our tour guide for Holland, Marike, an Art Historian, was outstanding. She explained the Amsterdam
system for maintaining the water levels in the canals as well as how all the buildings were constructed
on underwater wooden pillars. She loved old maps and showed us how the cities of Amsterdam and
Leiden had changed over the centuries.

. Learning that the first Protestant University in Holland was inaugurated on 8 February 1575 in the Leiden
Pieterskerk

. Seeing a botanical garden that has existed in the same spot since before the Separatists were there

. Seeing St Pieterskerk now being used by the University for Student Exams

. Visiting an old dwelling where the bedroom was a cubby hole in the wall where the parents slept
sitting up

. Visiting the archives at Leiden where we saw some of the original town records showing our Pilgrim
ancestors. I saw the entry showing the purchase of a house on Feb 14, 1614, by my ancestor, Thomas
Rogers

. The town crier at Harwich greeting us as descendants of the Pilgrims

. The visit to the Council Chambers and the old prison at Harwich where we saw carvings done by
prisoners including what is believed to be the first image of the new American Flag dated 1777

. Our main guide in England, Alexander Robinson, was our guide in London and Windsor, but we had
local guides in other locations. He was with us the whole time and shared his knowledge.

. Seeing the River Trent for the first time on our stop to see the Pilgrim Woman Statue installed at Gains

borough in November 2020 to commemorate the women of the Mayflower and the group of Separatists
who escaped in May of 1608. I thought of my grandfather who was born just up the river at
Radcliffe-on-Trent

. Visiting Plymouth was magical for me. It was here that some of my more recent ancestors lived and

16.



worked at the shipyards. My branch left about 1823 and moved to Guernsey.

I found a booklet about Napoleon in Plymouth Harbour with a photo on the cover of a famous painting

of the event. Two of my relatives drowned on Aug 7, 1815, when they were out in the Bay of Torbay to see
Napoleon and a cutter hit and overturned the small boat they were in. The ship (The Bellerophon) returned
from Plymouth Harbour to Torbay and Napoleon was transferred to a faster ship (Northumberland) on
August 7, 1815, for his journey to Saint Helena.

After learning the Plymouth Gin Distillery is one of the oldest buildings in Plymouth and was where the
Pilgrim Fathers spent their last night in England, I enjoyed the visit and learning about making gin. I still
have the free sample bottle I was given.

Pleasant little stops along the way such as our lunch break at West Bay, Dorset where we enjoyed some
traditional pastries at The Cornish Bakery.

In Southampton I asked why King James granted a land patent to the pilgrims as I have never quite believed
the story about him wanting to get rid of the Separatists and I found a different story involving The Earl of
Sussex, the Countess of Lincoln, and a fellow named John Wincob. I have since seen other stories. There is
more research to be done on this.

The underground vaults at Southampton were impressive — once used as warehouses for goods sold to
ships, merchant shops and hiding places.

As 5 of us were descendants of Stephen Hopkins, Alex arranged a stop at Hursley, Hampshire to visit the
church where his children, Elizabeth (1604), Constance (1606) and Giles (1608) were baptized.

The memory that stands out for London and Windsor is seeing the grave of Prince Philip and Queen
Elizabeth at St. George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle. Few of my generation will have that privilege.

We stopped at Runnymede at the request of tour members. I stayed on the bus and marveled at the sight
of tour members running at top speed through a field, hair billowing behind them, to see a bunch of chairs
lined up in a circle. I stayed on the bus.

At Dorking, we saw the home of William Mullins, which is the only verified home still existing in England
belonging to one of the Pilgrims and visited the town common where residents still go to hang out laundry
to dry.

Our local tour guide at Dorking showed me a recently published book called The Weaver, The Shoemaker
and the Mother of a Nation which includes information on my ancestor, Peter Browne. I have ordered it.

I feel more connected to my Mayflower Ancestors and to other members of the Society of Mayflower Descendants after
taking this tour. Although Ilearned a lot about the Mayflower Story, I realized I still have a lot more to learn and that there
are still lots of unanswered questions. The answers are there if we look hard enough.

Maureen McGee, CSMD Recording Secretary

Leiden, near where the pilgrims left from Delfshaven At Delfshaven

Photo credit Keith Wodarski
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Gainsborough Old Hall
Photo credit Keith Wodarski Three Stephen Hopkins Descen-
= dants at the church in Hursley,
Hampshire (myself, Machelle
Martin and Susan Abanor)
Photo credit Keith Wodarski

Pieterskerk in Delfshaven is now used by the
University as a place for students to write exams

An answer to my question about
the Virginia Land Grant

The common on hill in Dorking -
see the laundry?

Buckingham Palace

Prison cell at Harwich showing

1777 date Remaining photos taken by West Bay, Dorset
Maureen McGee
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Juniors’ Activities
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Mystery Object

This basket is displayed on Mayflower II. Can you imagine what it was
used for as they sailed to America?

They kept live chickens in baskets like this on board the ship. Condi-
tions were crowded on the Mayflower so they did not need chickens
underfoot. We know that they had chickens because Edward Winslow
gave chicken broth to the Wampanoag sachem Massasoit when he was
sick in 1623. (Caleb Johnson’s MayflowerHistory.com website)

Who was Massasoit?
Massasoit was a chief or sachem of the Wampanoag tribe. In 1621,
Massasoit made contact with the Pilgrims and helped to make peace

between them.

Photo Cheryl Anderson
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What Was
That Ailment?

Answers from Page 7
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