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ANNUAL MEETING
La S S R . e e

DATE: Saturday, November 16th, 1991
PLACE: Howard Johnson Hotel, Angus Rd., Oakville, Ont.
TIME: Cash bar: 12:00 p.m. Luncheon: 1:00 p.m.
MENU & PRICE: $16.00 (gratuity & taxes incl.)

Chilled Melon Cocktail, Roast Stuffed Quarter Chicken
with Giblet Gravy and Cranberry Sauce, Creamy Whipped
Potatoes, Glazed Carrots, Chocolate Mousse, Coffee/Tea.
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The Board of Assistants is very pleased to announce some important changes
to our Annual Fall Meeting. For a number of years we have had a dinner
and evening meeting in Toronto, however the time and location has proved

difficult for members who live outside the Toronto area. We hope the new
location and time will enable a greater number of our members to attend.

The Howard Johnson in Oakville is easily accessible from the
Q.E.W. & has plenty of free parkimg. The Oakville Go Station
on Cross Ave. is a 5 minute walk (north) to the hotel. Cross
Ave. boasts many fine restaurants as well as a shopping mall,
"Trafalgar Mall" with a larger mall, "Oakville Place" right
across the highway. (Howard Johnson: (416) 842-4780)
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DIRECTIONS -

From 401: Take Trafalgar Rd. South to Oakvilie. K—Fmgus RA. is the fisist
right after the Q.E.W. overpass. Howard Johnson 1§ straight ahead.

From Q.E.W.: Take Trafalgar Rd. South. For those cbming from the west,
Angus Rd./S. Service Rd. is the first right directly mext to your exit ramp.
For those coming from the east it is the 1lst right afté; the Q.E.W. overpass

GUEST SPEAKER

Member-at-large, Leon Warmski will give an illustrated talk on "Treasures
From The Archives of Ontario". Leon has been an Archivist at the Archives
for many years and has also been nominated this year as our Governor.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The Nominating Committee (Susan Roser, Margaret Owen, Allyn Dean) has sub-
mitted their slate of nominees as follows:

GOVERNOR: Leon Warmski DEPUTY GOVERNOR: Marshall Dean
ELDER: Ruth Ferguson

Reservation & Remittance must be received by Treasurer Allyn Dean no later
than October 30th. (Address imside)




touring plymouth colony

- In 1920 the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower - In 1698, Plymouth hired Abraham Jackson to
Descendants celebrated the 300th Anniversary take care of the meeting house for one year.
of the Signing of the Mayflower Compact at To earn his salary of &1 10s his duties were
their 25th Annual Reception & Dinner. The to ring the bell, sweep the floor, lock the
attendance topped 400 members & guests - doors and fasten the windows.
with special guest, Calvin Coolidge, Vice-

President. - In 1669, single persons were forbidden to
live by themselves, but were allowed to live

A with a family approved of by the selectmen.

- In 1729 "It was voted that every householder
shall be provided with a ladder reaching from
the ground to the ridge-pole of his house,
and have a hogshead full of water in his yard
in case of fire."

— In 1758 the town chose a committee to devise
a way to pave the public streets of Plymouth,
but the project was unsuccessful.

- Stocks & whipping posts were by law situated
outside each and every meeting house until
approximately the 1780's.

- In 1738 square-toed shoes went out of fashion
and buckles began to be worm.
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COL. JOHN GORHAM'S "WAST BOOK"

(Col. John Gorham5 (Shubaela, Johna, Desire Howlandz, Johnl) was a Lieutenant Colonel of the 7th
Massachusetts Regiment in the Louisburg Expedition. The following entries were taken from the
Mayflower Descendant (MD 5:172-180) which printed extracts of the diary.)

"Wast Book Belonging to Jn° Gorham Began in Louisbourg August 28th 1745

§ Louisburg Feb. 27, 1745/6
the Rise of ye Family of Gorhams taken from Cap George Gorham -

my Great Great Grand father & Family Came out of Some part of England and Lived att Marshfield and
had one son Nam'2 aftr him John Gorum, alias Corham -~ which Som aftr Having Marryed With an Howland

and Had Sevrall Children Went home to England and Returnd Soone again to his family -

His Father Lived & Dyed att Marshfield and Whats Remarkable He Was a Joyner and Made his Coffin him-
self for sevrall Year before he Dyed and Used to Keep apples In It as a Chest Untill He dyed &
used (i)t.

The Soon (son) John that maryd Desire Howland and Went to England Moved From Marshfield to Barms-
table and Settled there in ordr to begin a township aftrwards Called Barnstable. Built Mills,

tan fatts, etc...

Capt John Gorham Was A Captain of A Company of English & Indians and Went to the Fight of King
philip - or Swamp Narraganset fight and there Was Wounded by having his poudr Horn Shot and Split
against his side and Wownded - and Dyed att Swansey...His second Son was My Grandfather Coll John
Gorham maryed Mary Otis Coll John Otis Sister... ‘

Unk (uncle) Shuball Gorham Maryed att Nantucket puella Hussey. Remark - he and my Grandfather and
all the Weddners In Going over to Nantucket to the Wedding with Cap James Gardner Was taken
prisoners and Stripped by a Small French Shallop from port Royall betwixt Nantucket & Hyanas."
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(Source: Records of Plymouth Colony by Nathaniel B. Shurtleff. Repr.1976. Original numbering
e.g. <PCR 8:--> is also included.) Continued from Spring 1990 Newsletter.

BURIALLS AT YARMOUTH 1650

(p-12) Ann Tayler was buried the 29th of March, aged about a yeare and an halfe.
<PCR 8:12> Josepth Sturgis was buried the 16th of Aprell, about ten daies old.
A son of Thomas Gage was drownded in a well, aged about a yeare and an halfe.

PLYMOUTH REGESTER OF THE BEIRTH OF THEIR CHILDREN, 1651

<PCR 8:13> Mar. 25th, Thomas, son of Thomas Pope
Mar. 29th, Caleb, son of Jacob Cook
Apr. 10th, Mercy, dau. of John Faunce
Apr. (last of ), Josepth, son of Edward Dotey
June lst, Elkanan, son of Elder Cushman
June 4th, Samuell, son of Thomas Savory
July 20th, Hezekiah, son of Capt. Thomas Willet
Sept. 17th, Samuell, son of Richard Knowles
Sept. 30ih, Ebenazer, son of Ephraim Tinkhzam
Oct. lst, John, son of John Smith, Jr. .
Oct. 17th, David, son of Henery Wood
Oct. 24th, Isack, son of Samuell King
Nov. 6th, Desire, dau. of Edward Gray

(p-13) Dec. 7th, Mary, dau. of Samuell Sturtivant
Dec. 24th, Hannah, dau. of James Glasse
Dec. 29th, Twin sons of Samuell Dunham
Jan. 16th, Gorge, son of Willam Browne
Feb. l4th, Dorcas, dau. of Samuell Hickes
Feb. 24th, Samuell, son of Henery Atkins
Feb. 25th, Nathaniell, son of John Wood
Feb. 25th, Samuell, son of John Dunham Jr.
Feb. 25th, Dau. of Francis Billington
Mar. 9th, Jonathan, son of Gorge Watson

PLYMOUTH REGESTER OF MARRIAGES AND BURIALLS 1651

<PCR 8:14> Apr. 24th, Mrs. Alice Paddy, wife of William
June 2nd, Mary Barnes, wife of John
July 10th, John Kickarson married to Elizabeth Hickes
July 26th, Hezekiah, son of Captain Willet
Sept. 10th, Richard Foster married to Mary Bartlet
Oct. 26th, John Howland Married to Mary Lee
Oct. 3lst, John Rickard married to Hester Barnes
Oct. 31lst, Gyles Rickard, Jr., married to Hannah Dunham
A Son of Samuell Dunham, being a twine, died soone after the beirth mentioned on the
other side (above), and the other twine died six daies after.
Mar. 4th, Audey Webb
Mar. 18th, Willam Spooner married to Hannah Pratt

SANDWIDG REGESTER OF BEIRTHS OF CHILDREN 1651

Apr. 3rd, Josepth, son of Robert Botfish
Apr. 13th, John, son of Nathaniell Fish
These bee the names of Leiftenant Josepth Rogers his children, as followeth:

(p-14) Aug. 6th, 1633, Sarah Rogers, d. 15th of the same month
July 19th, 1635, Josepth
Mar. 29th, 1638, Thomas Sept. 22nd, 1644, Mary
Sept. 29th, 1639, Elizabeth Oct. 18th, 1648, James
Apr. 3rd, 1642, John Aug. 8th, 1652, Hannah

PLYMOUTH REGESTER OF THE BEIRTH OF THEIRE CHILDREN, 1652

<PCR 8:15> Apr. 16th, Josiah, son of John Smith
Apr. 19th, Elizabeth, dau. of Andrevw Ringe
Apr. 20th, Eliezer, son of John Churchill
May 3rd, Elizabeth, dau. of Nathaniell Morton
Aug. 26th, Isack , son of Richard Wright
Sept. 16th, William, son of Willam Paddy
( ), John, son of Gyles Rickard Jr.
Dec. 31lst, Jane, dau. of Nathaniell Warren

(to be cont-d) -3-




l “Welcome Aboard! i
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Historian Arthur Harris reports the following new members whom we would like to welcome into our
Society:

Mrs. Judith Galvin, 27 Knox Ave., Acton, Ont. L7J 1C8 (#147, #56980, HOWLAND)
Ms. Judith Berry, 2210 Robb Ave., Comox, B.C. V9N 4T1 (#148, #56981, WHITE)
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ERIC WHITFIELD DEAN

g1 May S 3.9.9::
Oshawa, Ont.
% (#33, Soule)

l FROM THE GOVERNOR

hﬂ'—"ﬁ-‘

It is hoped that everyone had an enjoyable and safe summer. Here in Southern
Ontario we had excellent weather - hot but enough rain now and then to keep things
growing.

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will see highlighted the fact that we are
making two important changes to the arrangements for our Annual Meeting. Instead
of an evening dinner we will be having a luncheon and it will be held outside of
Toronto for the first time. An added factor will be a considerably reduced cost
as compared to past years.

An analysis of the addresses of Ontario members indicated that more people
lived to the west of Metropolitan Toronto than lived within the city or to its
east. Thus, we concluded that Oakville might represent a location more centrally
placed for a majority of the membership. The Howard Johnson Hotel is very near
the Queen Elizabeth Way and is also just a short distance from the GO Station for
those not wishing to drive.

We have decided also to experiment with the mid-day meeting because some
members coming from a distance complained with justification that an evening
meeting meant they did not get home until very late.

We hope that these new arrangements will mean more members will be able to
attend this year.

Please note that the highlight of the afternoon will be an illustrated talk
by fellow member Leon Warmski on some of the most interesting and valuable
possessions of The Archives of Ontario. Leon knows his subject well as he has
been an official at the Archives for a number of years.

G. Keith Bain,

Governor
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The Annual Meeting & Spring Tea was held 11 May 19891, at Toronto,
Ont. with approximately 25 members and friends present.

Highlighting the afternoon was the showing of a video, "The

Lost Colony of Roanoke Island", a re-inactment and investigation
of the disappearance of an English colony off the coast of the
Carolinas in 1587. (33 years before the Mayflower landed at
Plymouth.)

We had looked forward to a recital of 16th century music by member Katherine White,
but Katherine could not attend due to illness. We hope she will give us a rain-
check for a future meeting.
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«%xx MEMBERSHIP DUES ®* %%

Treasurer Allyn Dean reports that many members
are very remiss in paying their dues on time.

Our Society depends on dues in crder to operats
and we do have expenses to meet. From your
$20.00 dues we keep only $12.00, the remaining
$8.00 is paid to the General Society.

In the past we have asked members to pay their
dues by the 31st of December. However, the
Christmas season is a busy time for all and
Society dues can be easily forgotten. With
this in mind we now ask that dues be paid by
Nov. 30th each year. Members attending the
Fall Luncheon may pay at that time.

Please do your share to help our Society run smoothly!
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PUBLICITY COMMITTEE REPORT

Efforts to publicize our Society across Canada are ongoing.

Brochures are distributed regularly to libraries and various
genealogical and historical societies. Beginning with this

issue, each Provincial Archives across Canada will receive a
complimentary subscription of "Canadian Pilgrim".

Publicity Chairman, Paul Hill is still seeking volunteers to
distribute brochures to libraries & museums in their province
and to contact newspapers in their area at Thanksgiving to re-
guest a short piece on our Society. If you are able to help
"spread the news", please contact Paul at 70 Broomfield Dr.,
Agincourt, Ont. M1S 2Wl.

A reminder that the VHS video, "Plimoth Plantation" is available for members to
borrow free of charge. This is a fascinating account of our ancestors in their
day to day life as depicted at Plimoth Plantation in Plymouth. Plan a "Pilgrim
Night" and invite the family over to see their ancestors - they'!ll love it!
Contact Paul if you would like to borrow the film.
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COLONIAL HOMES - Duxbury, Mass., A Pilgrim Village

For those of you who missed the April 1991 issue of this "Pilgrim packed" issue,
you could try writing to the following address for this back issue ($4.75, post-
paid): Single Copy Sales Dep't., 250 W. 55th St., New York, NY 10019.

(Note: U.S. funds)



BOARD OF ASSISTANTS MEETING...
N

Deputy Governor Marshall Dean and Member-at-large Leon Warmski represented the Canadian Society

at the General Board of Assistants meeting held Sept. 7th in Oklahoma City. (Before travelling to
Oklahoma the two spent seven days on a riverboat "cruising" up the Mississippi!) The following is
Leon's report:

Governor General Mildred Ramos reported that she visited 14 State Societies last year.
She will invite members of the General Society for a cornerstone laying of the new library
extension scheduled for October 27th, in Plymouth.

The Treasurer General reported that the finances of the Society are "in the black".

The Historian General reported that she was very pleased with the quality of the lineage
papers submitted by State Historians.

The Education Committee is reviewing books, films and videos pertaining to the Pilgrims
for approval by the General Society.

Contributions are being solicited to help defray costs of the new Library and the Five
Generations Project.

The Five Generations Project is going well and two new books have been published. A
silver book covering the first five generations of John Billington and Edward Winslow
(Vol.5) and an MFIP book covering the first four generations of Edward Doty are now
available.

The Mayflower Society House Museum acquired 24 antiques last year to strengthen their holdings.

The next General Board of Assistants meeting will take place 12 Sept. 1992 at the Sheraton
Premiere Hotel, Tysons Corner, Virginia, near Washington D.C.

- Leon Warmski

You would probably make a hasty retreat too if you were given a drink of
"black powder" to cure your fever. It was concocted by Gov. John Winthrop

of the Bay Colony and consisted of toads ground to a fine powder! Ome

thing we can say with absolute certainty - our ancestors had a wild imagina-
tion when it came to "doctoring", the ingredients alone would make one sick.
Consider these: "ashes of the dung of a black cow, given to a new born infant,
doth not only preserve from the Epilepsia but also cures it" and "donkey

dung and flyspecks" to relieve constipation!

These items come from a most interesting little book, "Olde New England's
Curious Customs And Cures'", by Robert Ellis Cahill. 1990. (01d Saltbox Publishing House Inc.,
40 Felt St., Szlcm MA 01970, $3.95 U.S.) Some of the more "“iamer'" remedies are as follows:

Medicinal Drinks:

Stomach Trouble - castile soap boiled in warm beer

Bronchitis - whiskey, honey and butter, mixed (sounds good!)
Colds - boiled vinegar (no thanks!)
- glass of hot wine with 9 drops of beeswax
Measles - a pinch of soot and a raw egg in a glass of white wine
Kidney Stomnes - wild carrot seeds boiled in ale

Garden Cures:

Headaches - a corn-kernel necklace worn around the neck
Arthritis - a ring of dried raw potato peels worn on the middle finger

Lice or boils - Nutmeg worn on a string around the neck
Burns - apply mashed potatoes & butter (or wet tea leaves)
AND
Before you indulge in those beers with the boys

eat Lettuce - it helps "resist
drunkenness'.



Five Kernels of Harched Corn

(The following was written by Editor, Susan Roser, and is occasionally read at
the Fall Banguet in November as part of the programe. It was also printed in the
Sept. 1989 issue of the General Society's Educational Committee Newsletter.)

The tradition of placing five kernels of corn at each plate first
started at Plymouth on Forefather's Day, 22nd Dec. 1820 on the
occasion of the Bi-Centennial of the Landing of the Pilgrims.
Hosting the occasion was the newly founded Pilgrim Society with
guest speaker Daniel Webster.

These tokens symbolize the period in 1623 known as the "starving time", but I
would like to go back a little to show you that this starving time was by no
means an isolated occurence.

The first Thanksgiving in the fall of 1621 was a bountiful feast, but an
inventory taken afterwards in preparation for winter proved that the Pilgrims
had grossly overestimated their harvest. The only way they could possibly get
through the winter was to cut in half the already meager weekly rations. To make
matters worse soon after, in November, arrived the ship "Fortune" with 35 new
settlers and zbsclutely no provisions - no food, beddirng, cookware or warm
clothing.

They struggled through the winter, but in May 1622 their food supply was com-
pletely gone and the harvest was four months away. You may wonder why they did
not hunt and fish for food. According to Edward Winslow, the number of fowl
decreased during the warm months and the proper eguipment and netting prohibited
them from taking advantage of the abundance of cod in the area.

"and indeed," said Winslow, "had we not been in a place where divers
sorts of shell fish may be taken with the hand, we must have perished."

In desperation, Winslow was sent 150 miles up the Maine coast to buy, beg or
borrow whatever provisions the English ships there could spare. Hearing the
plight of this courageous little group, the Captains were extremely generous.
All who were asked gave what they could and not one would accept payment of any
kind. By the time Winslow returned, the settlers were literally starving. The
provisions were a godsend but there were many mouths to feed; when rationed out
each person received only 1/4 pound of bread a day.

The long awaited harvest of 1622 was a dismal failure. The Pilgrims had not
yet perfected the art of growing corn. They had been busy building the fort and
their lack of food that summer left them too weak and weary to tend the fields
properly. It seemed that they now faced the prospect of another year with little
food.

"Behold now, another providence of God: a ship comes into the harbor...'

This was the "Discovery" from Virginia on its way home to England.
It had a cargo of what the settlers were in dire need - knives, beads
and assorted trinkets to trade with the Indians. Seeing how badly they
needed the goods, the Captain cheated them miserably, but they considered
the ship's arrival a blessing - they could now trade with the Indians for food.

By early 1623 the shallop had finally been rudely outfitted as a fishing
vessel. It was continually at sea, coming ashore only long enough to unload the
catch and change crews. For months at a time the Pilgrims' diet consisted of
fish, clams, groundnuts and whatever deer or water fowl could be hunted.

"By the time our corn is planted," said Bradfeord, "our victuals are
spent, not knowing at night where to have a bite in the morning, and
have neither bread nor corn for 3 or 4 months together; yet bear our
wants with cheerfulness and rest on Providence."

It was at this time, awaiting the harvest of 1623 that, according to Bradford,
they lived four or five days at a time on a few grains of corn.

Again their hopes rested on a good fall harvest, but the har-
vest of 1623 was almost wiped out. A six week drought began
in June and the crops turned brown and were slowly withering
away. They turned to the only hope they had - intervention
by God, and appointed a solemn day of humiliation and prayer.
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They assembled one July morning under a hot, clear sky and for nine hours prayed.
Their prayers were answered the next morning, and for the next two weeks said
Winslow "distilled such softe, sweete and moderate showers...as it was hard to
say whether our withered corne or drooping affections were most gquickened and
revived".

It turned cut to be a double blessing from abcve, for that same month arrived
the ships Anne and Little James with 60 new settlers and for a change - loaded
with provisions.

The harvest that year of 1623 proved to be one of their best. 1t also promised
a new beginning for our Pilgrim ancestors, for they never again faced starvation.

BOARD OF ASSISTANTS

GOVERNOR: G. Keith Bain, RR#3, Acton. Ont. L7J 2L9

DEPUTY GOVERNOR: Marshall M. Dean, 149 Bannatyne Dr., Willowdale, Ont. M2L 2P6

REGENT OF ALBERTA COLONY: Phillip Thorpe, 2220 Paliswood Pl. S.W., Calgary, Alta.

HISTORIAN: Arthur S. Harris, 3665 Flamewood #45, Mississauga, Ont. L4Y 3P5
TREASURER: L. Allyn Dean, 86 Constance St., Toronto, Ont. M6R 1S6

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Margaret E. Owen, 2682 Bloor St.W. #3, Toronto, Ont.

RECORDING SECRETARY: Deborah Clarke, 38 Dennett Dr., Agincourt, Ont. M1S 2E7

ELDER: Ruth Ferguson, 3069 Mallbridge Cr., Mississauga, Ont. LAT 285
CAPTAIN: Kate B. Berscht, 29 Sutherland St. E., Caledonia, Ont. NOA 1A0D
EDITOR: Susan E. Roser, 4137 Tremaine Rd., Milton, Ont. L9T 2Y1

Members at Large - Leon Warmski, Paul Hill, Susan Roser
Past Governor - Rev. Melvin V. Donald
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This past July I had the most interesting visit with a member of the
Texas Society of Mayflower Descendants. Mr. Maynard Everson and his
wife Beatrice of Pharr, Texas were on a 'cross country" trip and had
stopped ia Actom, Ont. to visit thedr deughter Judy wiao has just joined
our Canadian Society. After several phone calls and a long visit, re-
searching Maynard's extensive (and expertly done) genealogical charts, I
was sorry to see them go. (Turns out we're distant cousins too!). What
a treat to be able to "talk shop'" with someone who knows the meaning of
"MD" and "PCR" - and such nice people too!

BIG CHANGES are in store for our Annual Meeting in November. As reported on the front page, the
Board of Assistants have decided to change the location of our Banquet in order to make it easier
for members outside the Toronto area to attend. The Oakville location is far easier to get to,
with no traffic or parking problems that many of us have had to contend with at the Toronto
location. We are also planning a Luncheom this year in an attempt to lower the cost of the meal.
In the last few years we have managed to keep the price of the dinner at $25.00, only by absorb-
ing the rest ourselves. Even at this price, the Board thought members might feel it was too
expensive, particularly if the spouse attended as well. We hope to attract members who have not
been able to attend in the past and look forward to seeing some new faces. If this idea proves
to be successful, more meetings will be held outside of the Toreonto area in the future.




