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reetings Members!

Welcome to the 2023 Spring issue of The Canadian Pilgrim!  
I am pleased to present the selection of articles that were s 
ubmitted for your newsletter.

Thanks to Surgeon Carol and Historian John Noble of the Board of Assis-
tants for their submissions. Society member Vern Goheen has provided 
another article on his Pilgrim ancestor, Richard More.

Besides reading these informative articles and personal research
experiences, I urge you to read Governor Bill’s explanation of the roles of
the Deputy Governor General and Assistant Governor General. Also, do 
read the article from Historian John Noble regarding the proposed raising  
of GSMD membership fees. Our representatives, AGG Becket Soule and  
AG Bill Currie will be voting on our behalf when this issue comes before the 
triennial Congress in Plymouth in September 2023. You will meet most of 
the members of the Board of Assistants on the Biography pages. This month 
we have no book reviews so I hope there will be at least one for fall.

You receive this newsletter as a benefit of membership in the CSMD
therefore you already know how membership in the Society is earned. But
do you know what a Supplemental and a Silver Supplemental Membership
is? Once you read the explanation provided by Historian John Noble,  
perhaps you will consider tackling one of these yourself. And do not forget 
to buy a Mayflower pin.

Submissions: If you have news to share of your quest for membership, or
other related Mayflower topics, please contact me at my email address
below. Deadline for fall newsletter submissions is September 15. Articles
should be sent in Word and photos as jpegs in 300 dpi or higher. Try to keep
text to 1000 words or less. If you have a suggestion for an article, please let
me know.

Be sure to like and follow the Society on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/canadiansocietyofmayflowerdescendants

Keep informed via our web address: https://csmd.org

Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Anderson 
Editor, CSMD
editor@csmd.org
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The Board of Assistants is thrilled to bring Canadian Society Of  
Mayflower Descendants members this issue of the Canadian Pilgrim.  
The hard work of editor, and Nova Scotia CSMD Colony Regent, Cheryl 
Anderson and her team is responsible for bringing to members one of  
the prime benefits of membership – the Canadian Pilgrim newsletter.

Speaking of membership, the CSMD is currently looking at ways to 
better the value CSMD members get from the Society, in addition to the 
things one gets like the Mayflower Quarterly from Plymouth, access to the 
GSMD store and other benefits like access to our Historian team and so 
on. Recently, we had a long-time CSMD member die (a founding member 
of the Nova Scotia Colony actually). Unfortunately, because he was so ill 
for the last year or so of his life, his dues had lapsed and so technically he 
was no longer a member at the time of his death. As Governor, I felt that 
perhaps we should honour long time members like this in our necrology 
anyway and wondered how members felt about this? If you would like to 
comment on this, feel free to drop me a line at governor@csmd.org and let 
me know how you think we should handle that kind of situation.

In this issue I also outline for folks the roles of the AG and DGG in the 
CSMD, and the importance of these volunteer positions. I would  
mention the CSMD is still looking for someone to become treasurer, as 
right now two people share that responsibility but also have other roles 
in the CSMD. We are also looking for a Junior Program chair if anyone is 
so inclined to help. Again, just let us know by e-mailing me or any other 
Board member.

We have some plans for perhaps doing some online sessions for  
members, and of course our Facebook page has an ongoing series of  
articles written by our members, currently a series on medical history  
is appearing, written by our Surgeon General, Dr. Carol Martin.

I hope this issue finds you all well, and hope that you continue to value 
your membership in the Canadian  
Society Of Mayflower Descendants. 

Cheers,
Bill

William E. (Bill) Curry
Governor – Canadian Society of  
Mayflower Descendants

From the
Governor
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SHOW YOUR  
PILGRIM PRIDE!

hat in the world 
is a DGG or 
AGG?

There are two 
positions on 

the Canadian Society of Mayflower 
Descendants Board of Assistants that 
could be interesting for you to know 
about.

The Deputy Governor General and 
Assistant Governor General, known 
as DGG and AG, are elected positions 
on the CSMD Board of Assistants 
who represent the CSMD at various 
Mayflower meetings of the General 
Society. For example, this Septem-
ber, the GSMD will hold its triennial 
Congress, where representatives of all 
54 member societies, including the 
CSMD, gather in Plymouth to discuss 

and vote on the governance of the 
GSMD. The CSMD this year will be 
represented by Becket Soule as DGG 
and me as AG.

Becket and I will also be in North 
Carolina for the 2024 meetings, but 
since the positions are three-year 
terms, if someone in the CSMD wish-
es to take on the duties, it is a fun way 
to serve the Mayflower Society. 

The CSMD does not pay anything 
toward the positions, so you are 
responsible for your own for travel 
costs etc., but you get to be part of a 
series of Meetings that include many 
of your distant cousins. I attended the 
Plymouth Congress in 2017 when Sue 
Allan brought the news of the find-
ings of ancestors for Susannah (Jack-
son) White Winslow, and to have this 

announced with many folks being 
direct descendants was a real thrill!

If any member of the CSMD is inter-
ested in filling these positions, please 
let the Board of Assistants know by 
contacting Governor Bill Curry and 
we can put your name forward at the 
next Annual General Meeting which 
will be in November.

Governor Bill Curry, AG

ReportsSociety

These handsome lapel 
pins featuring the  
armorial bearings of 
the Canadian Society  
of Mayflower  
Descendants are now 
available to members 
for $15.00, which 
includes shipping & 
handling. 
The symbolism for the 
arms is as follows:

Arms:	 The red and white are the colours 
of Canada. The ship represents the English 
ship Mayflower which transported Pilgrims 
to New England in 1620. The scallop shells 
are the traditional symbol of Pilgrims.
Crest: 	 The Canada jay represents the 
Canadian identity of the Society. The 
boulder represents Plymouth Rock, the 
traditional landing spot in Massachusetts 
of the Pilgrims from England in 1620. 
Motto:	 While being a pun on the 
name Mayflower, the motto also 
evokes a hope of growth of the Society.  
To place an order, cheques should be made 
payable to Canadian Society of Mayflower 
Descendants and sent to CSMD Treasurer, 
1366 Plante Drive, Ottawa, ON K1V 9G3; 
e-transfers may be sent to treasurer@csmd.
org  (please remember to include your name 
and address) and PayPal payments using 
the “Pay Now” button at the bottom of the 
Membership page of the CSMD website 
page (https://csmd.org/membership/ ).

3.

CSMD Membership as of 17 March 2023

As of December 31, 2022 CSMD had 225 regular members and 39 Life mem-
bers for a total membership entering 2023 of 264. With new members up to 
17 March 2023 our current number of regular Members is 231 plus our 39 Life 
Members (i.e., 270). This compares with a total membership at the end of 2021 
of245, at the end of 2020 we had 239 and at the end of 2019 we had 267.

In the seven-year period from 2012 to 2018, membership started at 235 and 
ended at 254. 23 Members did not renew their membership for 2023 and two 
Members died in 2022. In 2022 we welcomed 44 new Members, including two 
transfers.

The Board of Assistants has set-up a Membership Committee to be chaired by 
Ian Cook to examine ways and means to increase the retention rate of Mem-
bers and will be reaching out to the membership in coming weeks.

John Noble
CSMD Historian

Membership Numbers

What Was That Ailment? Answers from Page 15

1c, 2d, 3a, 4e, 5b



On December 2, 2022, The GSMD 
Historian General, Mr. Bart S. Hen-
son, sent a message to all Member
Society Treasurers and Historians 
which said: 

“On December 3, 2022, the Executive 
Committee unanimously adopted to 
recommend the following: To
recommend to Congress that the fee for 
applications and supplementals be raised 
to $250, effective January 1, 2024. 

A thorough analysis shows that your 
per-capita dues significantly subsidize 
current application and supplemen-
tal costs. In other words, the current 
GSMD application fee of $125 for a 
prospective member or a supplemen-
tal application covers only about half 
of the cost to verify that application, 
with the remainder paid by members 
through our per-capita dues. Inflation 
has been and is making this situation
more difficult. Raising the GSMD 
Application fee to $250 will fully cover 
the GSMD approval costs such that 
applicants would pay the full direct 
cost. We also want to apply more of 
our member per-capita dues toward 
our broad mission of telling the 
Mayflower Pilgrim story rather than 
subsidizing applications.”

There was no analysis in the letter 
about the negative impact such an 
increase might have on the number of 
applications GSMD might receive in 
2024, no analysis about how the 2021 
fee increase from $75 to $125 had im-
pacted on the number of applications 
received in 2021 and 2022, nor on the 
negative impact such a large increase 
could have on smaller Member Soci-
eties like CSMD. An analysis done by
CSMD Acting Treasurer and Histo-
rian John Noble showed that in 2021 
applications had dropped by over
1,000 from 2020 and that in 2022 there 
had been 2594 applications which 
represented a 30% drop from 2020 
and a 11% drop from 2021. The anal-
ysis concluded that the Executive 
Board has not made a convincing case 

for doubling the application fee since 
it does not explain how it expects to 
maintain applications at a level where 
revenues and expenses meet. That 
didn’t happen in 2021 and it is unlikely 
to happen in 2024.

The BoA agreed unanimously to a re-
ply to the Treasurer General covering 
the above points which was sent on 
February 15 by our Acting Treasurer. 
Governor Bill Curry copied the reply 
to all other members of the Executive 
Board. The message also noted “In 
any given year you should set aside 
some of the revenue from Member-
ship fees/Assessments to cover some 
of the costs of processing applications. 
If you don’t do that, you are caught 
in a conundrum. If you expect the 
total costs of applications to be cov-
ered only by the application fee and 
the MLM fee, the fee will never be 
high enough because increasing the 
fees will mean the number of appli-
cations will go down. And the more 
those numbers go down the bigger 
the long-term threat to revenue from 
Membership dues/Assessments and to 
the health and viability of many of the 
smaller Member Societies.”

On March 26, GSMD Treasurer Gen-
eral Bart Henson sent a message to 
all Member Societies which in part 
read “At the March 18, 2023, Executive 
Committee meeting, we thoroughly 
reviewed the feedback you provided 
and the current application econom-
ics in a robust and spirited discussion, 
including the economics, timing, and 
practicality of application/supplemen-
tal fees in light of the overall needs of 
our members, prospective members 
and our overall mission. Recognizing 
that it is currently impractical to
end the years-long practice of using 
some of our dues to support part of 
the cost of approving new member 
and supplemental applications, the 
Executive Committee rescinded the 
December recommendation and 
substituted a new recommendation to 
increase the fee for new and supple-

mental applications by $50. If adopted 
at the September 2023 General Con-
gress, this would mean that new
Applications and Supplementals 
received on January 1, 2024, or later 
would be $175 apiece. This
recommendation was adopted by the 
Executive Committee for presentation 
at Congress.

Such an increase of $50 per Applica-
tion would help to close the General 
Society cost gap for processing
applications and supplementals. Such 
an increase would also mean that we 
would continue to support the costs of 
application processing (general, facili-
ties, and administrative costs of about 
$75 per application) with general 
membership dues for the foreseeable 
future.”

The BoA has not yet had a chance 
to discuss the latest proposal which 
certainly is a vast improvement on 
the December 2022 proposal. It still 
means a significant increase in the 
application fee by $50 USD which 
will translate into a CSMD applica-
tion fee in the $240 to $250 range. It is 
impossible at this time to predict what 
the final outcome of the discussion 
in September will be. However, it will 
almost certainly be some kind of in-
crease in the application fee effective 
1 January 2024, which will have to be 
reflected in an increase in the applica-
tion fee charged by CSMD. Members 
who may be contemplating submit-
ting a supplemental or have family 
members interested in submitting an 
application, can avoid the fee increase 
if their application reaches Plymouth 
by 31 December 2023. To meet that 
target, applications will have to be 
submitted to the Historian Team some 
considerable time before that. We will 
provide CSMD members with an up-
date immediately after the September 
Congress meeting in Plymouth.

John Noble, Acting CSMD Treasurer 
and CSMD Historian

GSMD Executive Committee Proposes  
$50 Increase in Application Fee
Effective 1 January 2024
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Lois Mary Alice Stephens
Woodstock, ON
24 August 2022 

James Andrew Melrose Johnston
Oneonta, NY
14 November 2022

Jack Harry Berryman, UE
Toronto, ON
19 April 2023

NECROLOGY

The Canadian Society 
extends sincere sympathy 
to the families of:

a        CSMD 
Members
New

Supplementals

Submitted by  John Noble, Historian

5.

Mori Hillman (BC)				    John Alden
Jay Cameron Doty (AB)  			   Edward Doty	
Donald Cecil James Foster (ON)		  John Howland
Herbert Charles Brennan (CA)		  Stephen Hopkins
Susan Finigan Sears	 (NB)			   Stephen Hopkins
Robert Lawrence Curry (PA)			   John Howland

Valeria Josephine Greenwood (NS)		  Stephen Hopkins
Robert James Power (ON) 			   William Brewster

Supplemental and Silver  
Supplemental Applications
Many people with Mayflower lineage descend from more than one Mayflower passenger and may wish to obtain a  
certificate for some or all of them. These applications, called “supplementals’, are completed with the same form used 
for applications. The big difference is that for generations after the second lineage merges with the member’s first proven 
lineage, no documentation is required, but  place and dates for each event for all generations are still required.  The May-
flower Society has introduced an even simpler process where the new line/s merge with the Member’s proven line within 
the first five generations. This is called a Silver supplemental because the generation where the change  occurs - from the 
approved lineage to the new lineage - is required to be documented within the Silver Book generations. There is a separate 
application form for Silver Supplementals which can be used if the supplemental lineage meets the following require-
ments: 1) The new lineage must be based on a member’s own previously approved applications.  If based on an original, it 
must have a GS# greater than 89,310. 2)  If based on a supplemental, it must have an approval date after 1 Jan 2016; and 3)  
Each generation that is changed in the new lineage must be “fully documented” in one or more of the Silver Books. Only 
the names for each generation are required on a Silver Supplemental form, no places, dates or documentation. There is 
also a special queue in Plymouth to process these supplementals faster than normal applications and supplementals.

GSMD charges the same application fee for a Supplemental or Silver Supplemental as for an application USD $125, which 
has to be paid through the Member Society to GSMD. CSMD charges the Preliminary Administrative Review Fee ($70 
CDN) and the application fee ($175 CDN) for Supplemental or Silver Supplemental applications.  There is no difference in 
the certificate issued through CSMD for Supplementals or Silver Supplementals, which have the member’s original GSMD 
and CSMD numbers. The design of the certificate changes every three years, so unless you are a relatively new Member, 
the design of the certificate you receive for a Supplemental or Silver Supplemental will not be the same as the design of 
your original certificate. If you are interested in submitting a Supplemental or Silver Supplemental, contact the Historian 
Team info@csmd.org 

John Noble, CSMD Historian



Bill was born in Groton, Massachusetts, where his Mother’s family has been resident since 
its founding in 1655. Bill attended Lawrence Academy at Groton, a private school, which 
was founded by family members, and is among the oldest private schools in the USA. In 
1970, Bill’s family moved to his father’s birthplace in Nova Scotia where Bill attended Aca-
dia University and graduated with a BA in 1976 and a B.Ed. in 1978, followed by two Masters 
degrees. Bill was employed by various school boards throughout his career, and taught 
every grade from Primary to University, ending his career as the Director of Programs and 
Student Services in the Tri-County School Board, and also teaching courses at Mount Saint 
Vincent University and Cape Breton University (the latter by a distance education). Bill is 
the past-regent of the Nova Scotia Colony of the Canadian Society of Mayflower Descen-

dants, and has served as Deputy Governor, and is now in his second term as the Governor of the Canadian Soci-
ety of Mayflower Descendants. Bill is an avid fly fisherman, and is publishing a book in 2023 about his fly- fishing 
life. Bill is also an award-winning conservation photographer. Bill is the chair of the Old Stones Society, a group 
looking after the three historic cemeteries in his hometown of Port Maitland, NS and neighbouring Beaver River. 
Bill has proven 7 Mayflower lines; the first being from William Brewster, the most recent from Richard Warren, 
and including lines from John Howland, Elizabeth Tilley, John Billington, Stephen Hopkins and Isaac Allerton.

6.

2023

Bill Curry, Governor

Born in Massachusetts of Canadian parents from Carleton County, N.B., he attended high 
school in Bridgewater, N.S and graduated from Acadia University in 1966. He joined the De-
partment of External Affairs in 1966 and spent over 35 years in the Canadian Foreign Service 
including 18 years abroad in Senegal, Turkey, England, Switzerland, and stints as Ambassa-
dor to Greece, Minister to France and Ambassador to Switzerland. Since retirement he served 
as a Fulbright Scholar at Michigan State University, Chief Federal Negotiator for two tables of 
land claims on Northern Vancouver Island, and Director of Research at the Centre for Trade 
Policy and Law at Carleton University. He also served as President of the Retired Heads of
Mission Association from 2007 to 2010 and President of the National Capital
Branch of the Canadian International Council from 2009 to 2012. He obtained his first May-

flower Certificate for Stephen Hopkins in 2006 via his paternal grandmother Sarah May Snow Noble. He received 
supplementals for William Brewster and Thomas Rogers also via his paternal grandmother and in 2021 received 
supplementals for Myles Standish, Edward Doty and George Soule via his paternal grandfather. He also has prov-
en descent from four Loyalists, Daniel Smith, Issachar Currier, James Cosman, and Peter John. He has served as 
CSMD Historian since 2021 and Acting Treasurer since 2022. His wife Linda Styan is also an Acadia graduate. They 
have three adult children and five grandchildren and spend a lot of time at their cottage on Big Rideau Lake.

John Noble, Historian and Acting Treasurer

for the CSMD
 

Board of Assistants



Robert (Bob) Power is a native of Goulds, Newfoundland (now an amalgamated part of St. 
John&#39;s) the 2nd of 4 sons. He now calls Stouffville, Ontario home, where he lives with 
his wife of almost 30 years.  Together they have two daughters, the youngest attending Uni-
versity in Halifax and the eldest just graduated from University in British Columbia.  
While an avid genealogist for the past 30 years, Bob’s Mayflower story was never part of 
family lore growing up. Through his deep Nova Scotia roots, Bob only recently uncovered 
his Mayflower ancestry from Stephen Hopkins, his daughter Constance as well as William 
and Mary Brewster through their daughter Patience. He is also an amateur historian of all 
things related to theTransatlantic Telegraph Cable Industry based on his own family histo-
ry.  Bob holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from Memorial University of Newfoundland 

and has held senior leadership roles with several Fortune 500 companies in Canada, USA, and Asia (based in 
Singapore). Bob is recently retired, is an avid hiker and loves to travel the globe with his family, having already 
visited 5 out of 7 continents. He is currently in the research phase for an upcoming book about the early families 
of the Telegraph industry. This is Bob’s first term on the Board of the Mayflower Society, and he holds the role of 
co-treasurer.
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Bob Power, Co-treasurer

Maureen was born on Vancouver Island and moved to the Okanagan Valley at the age of 
four coincidentally having her photograph taken on the ferry from Vancouver Island with 
fellow Mayflower descendant, Bing Crosby. After graduating from Grade 13 in Vernon, she 
attended UBC where she received her BA in English Literature while working at the UBC 
Library as a page and at Pacific Press as a tour guide. . She then did clerical work for several 
years before joining the CGA program and working for CA firms. She moved to the Cariboo 
region of BC in 1977 where her son started Grade 1 and she obtained her CGA designation in 
1981. After her son’s graduation in 1989, she relocated to Prince George BC taking a position as 
accountant for a society dealing with people with mental handicaps where she worked until 
1998 when she left to resume her accounting practice full time. . She retired in 2014 and then 

volunteered as Treasurer of the Canadian Society of Mayflower Descendants until 2021 when she became Record-
ing Secretary. She became interested in genealogy in 2000 and confirmed her mother’s research which proved that 
their descendancy from Stephen Hopkins, Constance Hopkins, Thomas Rogers, Joseph Rogers, and Peter Browne 
who came on the Mayflower. In addition to genealogy, Maureen’s interests include golf, walking, dancing, reading, 
writing, meditation, travel, and bridge.

Maureen Ellen McGee, Recording Secretary

Judith Lynn Dunn Stone Archibald was born in New Glasgow, NS and grew up in Truro, NS. 
She attended elementary and Junior High in Truro, then moved to Bible Hill to accommo-
date her 3 horses, and graduated from Onslow High School, followed by Success Business 
College. She began her working career at the NS Agricultural College, then transferred to 
Dept. of Lands and Forests, in Yarmouth, NS to join Gary who was teaching in Yarmouth. 
She retired from Dept. of Natural Resources 30 years later.  Genealogy was an addiction that 
came later in life and she has found there is no known cure. Quite by accident she found 
she had a Mayflower line to William White that she could prove and another line to Ste-
phen Hopkins that she has not yet proven. She attended the first Meeting of the Nova Scotia 
Colony of Mayflower Descendants in 2004 and in 2009 she was elected Historian of the NS 

Colony. In 2018 she was elected Historian of the Canadian Society of Mayflower Descendants and served a three-
year term. She then elected to serve as Co-Historian. She conducted tours of the historic Chebogue Cemetery 
portraying Abigail Robbins, descended from Mayflower passenger Isaac Allerton as noted on her grave marker 
and the woman who was awarded the first Land Grant in the newly-formed Township of Yarmouth in 1767. Judi is 
one of 6 Trustees of the historic Congregational Church of Chebogue (1860) a 3 rd church of the original Jebogue 
Meeting House of 1766. She and Gary will celebrate their 57 th Anniversary this year; they are proud parents of 
Michele and Stephen and very proud grandparents of Valkyrie, Kira, Kiya and Theo.

Judi Archibald, Co-Historian



Elaine was born in Campbellford ON and grew up in Renfrew, a town in the Ottawa Valley, 
where she lived until moving to the City of Ottawa to pursue her Nursing Diploma at the 
Ottawa Civic Hospital. Her Nursing Career included working in the specialties of Surgery, 
Intensive and Cardiac Care and Transfusion Medicine. While working, Elaine entered the 
post RN program at U of Ottawa and obtained her BScN degree. Subsequent employment 
included Project Management, Process Improvement and Quality Assurance at Canadian 
Blood Services. Prior to retirement, she pursued self-employment and owned and operated 
a Management Consulting Company with a focus on process and quality improvement. 
Elaine became a volunteer CSMD Assistant Historian in 2018 and joined the CSMD Board 
of Assistants (BoA) in 2019 as a Member at Large. Since 2021, Elaine has filled the role of 

CSMD Co-Historian and continues to serve on the BoA. She participated on the CSMD Database Committee to 
develop a new and robust system by providing operational input, support, and User training. The new database, 
named the Descendants Administrative Database (DAD), was implemented in June of 2022.  
Elaine lives with her husband in Ottawa and has 2 sons, 4 grandchildren and one great grandchild. She is the 
Family Historian and self-published a history of her Paternal family to leave as legacy. She is currently working 
on her Mother’s family history who descend from Pilgrims William White and Susanna Jackson through their 
son Peregrine. Elaine received her GSMD Certificate and membership in CSMD in 2017, as a proven descendant 
of William White.
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Elaine Senack, Co-Historian

George McNeillie is a former communications executive, corporate secretary, and board 
member. He was educated at a variety of Toronto public schools, Upper Canada College, 
and Victoria College at the University of Toronto. McNeillie is a past Governor of the Cana-
dian Society of Mayflower Descendants. He is a member of the following organizations: the 
Pilgrim John Howland Society; United Empire Loyalists Association of Canada; the Royal 
Heraldry Society of Canada – Toronto Branch (past board member); the New York Genea-
logical &amp; Biographical Society; the New England Historic Genealogical Society; and 
the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels. He has presented on genealogical topics before 
the Canadian Society of Mayflower Descendants and the United Empire Loyalists Society of 
Canada (UELAC) and has contributed articles to UELAC’s online journal Loyalist Trails and 

to The Mayflower Quarterly. In 2009, he transcribed and edited A Book of Family Ancestry from the handwritten 
memoirs of his paternal great-grandfather, a noted historian of New Brunswick and the Loyalists, the Ven. W.O. 
Raymond, LL.D., F.R.S.C. In 2019, he wrote and published A History of the Lazier Family and is now completing 
his second book A History of the Mackenzie, Pearson, and Sanders Families. He is a former serving officer with 
The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada and is the founding editor of their annual journal The Rifleman.

George McNeillie, Captain

Carol was born, grew up and went to school in Toronto. In 1977, she obtained a Bachelor of 
Science degree and then graduated with a D.D.S. (Doctor of Dental Surgery) degree in 1981 
from the University of Toronto. From 1981 to 1982, she worked as a dental resident at Sunny-
brook Health Sciences Centre in Toronto. After a move to Alberta in late 1982 and one year 
in Calgary, she and her husband went north to Manning for five years then to Beaverlodge 
where she had a building built for her dental practice. Carol is still in active dental practice 
and an evaluator for the National Dental Examining Board in Ottawa. Carol and Bill have 
been married for almost 43 years. They have no children but have had many wonderful pets, 
currently a 90 lb. sable-coloured German Shepherd named Dana. Her hobbies include
gardening, (she has a greenhouse and a large collection of peonies and roses), tartan design-

ing, reading, and knitting, with many years of canoeing, hiking, and snowboarding in the Rockies over the past 
decades. In the summer of 2020, Carol began looking into her ancestry and to her surprise, found a connection to 
Constance Hopkins (proven) and William Bradford (unproven). On November 2, 2021 she received her certificate 
from the General Society of Mayflower Descendants and at present, she is on the Board of the Canadian Society of 
Mayflower Descendants as “Ship’s Surgeon”.

Carol Martin, Surgeon



Cheryl was born in Yarmouth, NS where her education began in a 2-room school in Sand-
ford leading to studies at Acadia University where she completed Bachelor degrees in Arts 
and Education. Her 31-year career as an educator was spent mainly in Annapolis County 
where she and her husband, Herb, (who has no Mayflower ancestors, but many Loyalists) 
raised their family and reside today. Her family research led to the publication of several 
family genealogy books, the first one with her mother providing the groundwork to prove 
their relationship to Mayflower passenger Stephen Hopkins. She has proven her line to 
James Chilton while several others are waiting to be confirmed. Cheryl is serving her  
second term as Regent of the Nova Scotia Colony of Mayflower Descendants and is the 
present Editor of the CSMD newsletter, the Canadian Pilgrim. She is a Board member of 

the Annapolis Heritage Society, a member of Yarmouth County Museum and Archives and Argyle Municipality 
Historical & Genealogical Society. Other memberships include United Empire Loyalists Association of Canada, 
White Plains Historical Society, NY, and New England Historic Genealogical Society. Photographing and record-
ing the gravestones in old Annapolis County graveyards and cemeteries is a passion when spare time permits.

9.

Cheryl Trask Anderson, Editor

Paul was born in Toronto in the late 1950’s. He spent his childhood in Barrie and Whitby, 
Ontario where his father was a Anglican priest. He attended high school in Whitby and 
completed a BSc in Computer Science at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. Paul’s 
employment career has focused on Computer Science, working as a Systems Manager at the 
McMaster University Medical Center, as Director of Emerging Technology at Southam News 
and CanWest Global Media, and finally as CIO at Goalline Solutions in Burlington Ontario. 
Paul retired in 2019 and works part time as a consultant. Paul was elected to the CSMD Board 
of Assistants in the role of Digital Administrator, a role he has played since 2017. His primary 
responsibilities include managing the CSMD web site and the Descendant Administration
Database (DAD). Paul built DAD for use in managing the membership and historian needs 

of CSMD based on requirements provided by a team representing all aspects of the organization. In his spare time, 
Paul is a member of a small chamber choir in Hamilton, and enjoys woodworking and spending time at the cottage 
with his wife Joanne and their two cats. He recently published a genealogical history of his father’s ancestors, and 
is now working on a second book to cover his mother’s side of the family. Paul has proved three lines to Mayflower 
passengers: Stephen Hopkins (2016), William Brewster (2017), Richard Warren (2018).

Paul Roney, Digital Administrator

Susan joined the General Society through the Canadian Society in 1981. She has served  
the Canadian Society as Governor (2001-2003), Deputy Governor (1996-2000, 2004-2014), Histo-
rian (1993-2015), Member-at-Large, Editor of the Canadian Pilgrim (1982-1997), and she devel-
oped the first website which she maintained for 16 years. Susan began attending GSMD meet-
ings as a delegate representing Canada at the 1990 Congress in Plymouth. For many years she 
represented the Canadian Society as DGG and AG. In 2013, to provide support for the Histori-
an General’s office, Susan was the Coordinator for the Historians Mentoring Program. She was 
elected to the Executive Committee of the General Society for two terms as Secretary General 
(2011-2017) and one term as Assistant Governor General (2017-2020). She was appointed editor 
of the Mayflower Quarterly Magazine from 2016-2020 and is currently the Researcher for the 

Stephen Hopkins Silver Book. Susan is the author of a series of Mayflower reference books, published between 1989-
1995, as well as Mayflower Passenger References (2011) and three volumes of her Friends of the Pilgrims Series: Hen-
ry Cobb, Daniel Cole and James Cole. In 2003, she developed a Mayflower Research course, offered by the University 
of Toronto’s Genealogical Institute of Online Studies. Married for 51 years, with three children and one grandson, 
Susan and Hugh enjoy their retirement at the lake……well, their almost retirement.

Susan E. Roser, Member-at–Large

Biographies not available for Board Members Becket Soule, Ian Cook, and Sandy Fairbanks



ome people may picture 
the Pilgrims as men and 
women dressed in black 
cloaks with white collars 
with buckles on their 

shoes, but, while they may have 
worn darker-coloured clothing for 
Sunday services, the Pilgrims actual-
ly wore a variety of cheerful colours 
every day. 

The Pilgrim separatists arrived to 
Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620, af-
ter fleeing England around 1608 for 
Leiden, Holland. Their garments fol-
lowed the general lines and fashions 
of those of the English court under 
James I (1603-1625), in which the dou-
blet and hose were the outstanding 
features.

Very few items that the Pilgrims 
actually wore exist today. Under-
clothes, stockings, nightshirts, and
breeches would wear and tear and 
be mended but would finally give 
out all together and be thrown into
the rag bag. Some items of that peri-
od that were worn by people in En-
gland exist in museum collections.
Also available are tailors’ manuals 
giving the proportions and finishing 

details for jackets, shirts, skirts and
dresses and shoemakers’ patterns for 
shoes. Beyond that we have numer-
ous wills and inventories of the
pilgrims which name many arti-
cles of apparel, their materials and 
colours.

For instance:
Brewster left his son “one blew 
clothe suit, green drawers, a violet 
clothe coat, black silk stockings and 
sky blew garters”
Bradford had “a turkey-red grograin 
suit, red waistcoat, tawny colored suit 
with silver buttons, a violet cloak of 
velvet lined with taffeta”.
Mrs. Winslow wore a pointed, nar-
row, lace-trimmed slipper.
Rose Standish had an embroidered 
cap.

Clothing of 17th Century  Clothing of 17th Century  
England and HollandEngland and Holland
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The Pilgrims dressed in cloth of old,
Of linens and wools, their narrative told.

With shirts and doublets, they braved the weather,
And breeches and stockings were worn together.
Their hats were simple, their boots were tough,

Against winds and rain, they’d had enough.
They sailed the sea, on their great quest,

With plain attire put to the test.
Their clothes expressed their spirit within,

To start anew, escape from sin.
They traveled with faith and mended with pride,

Their outfits a symbol of their steadfast stride.
And though the Pilgrims are long ago gone,

We still remember the clothes that they donned.
Like threads of hope, the Mayflower’s story,
A tribute to their bravery and lasting glory.



Constance Hopkins had a felted 
beaver hat.
Other inventories mention such 
things as “three red, quilted-and-
lace caps”, and “violet and green
waistcoats”.

Indeed, the Pilgrims were certain-
ly knowledgeable of fabrics and 
clothing construction after living 
and working in the cloth trade in 
Leiden, Holland for twelve years.
When looking at the occupations of 
the Pilgrims we find that:
• Isaac Allerton and James Chilton 
were tailors.
• William Bradford was a fus-
tian-maker (fustian is a thick, dura-
ble twilled cloth with a short nap).
• Edward Tilley was a cloth-maker.
• John Tilley was a silk worker.
• Francis Cooke and William White 
were wool combers or carders.
• Degory Priest had been a hat-mak-
er in London.
• William Mullins was a boot and 
shoe merchant and
• Thomas Rogers was a camlet mer-
chant (camlet was a woven fabric 
that might have originally been
made of camel or goat’s hair, later 
chiefly of goat’s hair and silk, or of 
wool and cotton).
• Other merchants who may have 
dealt in similar goods were John 
Carver, John Turner, and Richard
Warren.

What Did Pilgrim Women Wear?
For under garments, women wore a 
shift, which was a long, loose shirt 

with long sleeves. Over the shift,
women wore stays which acted 
like a corset. These stays were stiff, 
sleeveless garments designed to
provide shape and support. They 
were stiffened using rows of stitch-
ing or reeds or sometimes had a flat
piece of wood, called a busk, inside 
the center front of the stay. Over the 
stays, women wore a waistcoat,
which was like a long-sleeved, 
close-fitting jacket, that was made of 
linen canvas or wool. Women also
either wore a linen kerchief that 
draped around their neck and 
tucked into the top front of their 
stays for modesty or they wore a flat 
linen collar.

Women wore one or two petticoats, 
which were long, full skirts made of 
linen or wool. It is said that the
wool petticoats would not burn as 
quickly if accidentally brushed too 
close to the open fire. On their legs,
they wore stockings that were hand-
knit and usually made of wool or 
linen. These stockings came up
over the knee and were tied with 
garters that were made from ribbon, 
knitted or leather strips to keep 
them  up. Women also wore aprons 
over their clothing to keep them 
clean and leather shoes.

Their hair was pinned up under a 
linen cap, called a coif, and women 
often wore a brimmed felt hat over
their coif. Beaver pelts were a very 
important source of trade with the 
Native Americans. The beaver fur
was processed into felt to make 
these hats. It is possible that Lon-
don hat maker, Mayflower passen-
ger, Degory Priest, made a few.

What Did Pilgrim Men Wear?
For under garments, men wore a 
loose, long-sleeved knee-length lin-
en shirt. Over this shirt they wore a
doublet, which was a long-sleeved 
jacket with a single row of buttons 
down the front. The doublet was
attached to a pair of breeches, 
which were knee-length trousers, to 
make a suit. These suits were usual-
ly made from wool or linen canvas. 
In addition to these breeches, men 
also wore knitted wool stockings 
that came up over their knees and 
were tied with garters to keep them 
up.

On their feet, men wore leather 
shoes or boots. On their heads, men 
often wore a hat called a Capotain,
which was a tall, crowned, nar-
row-brimmed hat. These types of 

11.
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hats are also called a Flat-Topped 
Hat or a Pilgrim Hat because of its 
association with the pilgrims and 
they had no buckles, contrary to 
popular belief. Men and boys also 
wore caps made from knitted wool 
or wide-brimmed felt hats. Around 
their necks, they wore either a 
ruffled collar or a flat collar made 
of linen. For outerwear, men of-
ten wore coats or cloaks of various 
lengths that were made from wool.

What Did Pilgrim Children Wear?
Baby boys and girls were dressed the 
same way. They wore gowns (a one-
piece dress) with long sleeves.
Babies wore biggins on their heads, 
which was a small cap made of linen 
or wool tied under the chin to
keep their heads warm. They also 

wore aprons to keep their gowns 
clean. Around age six or seven years
old they began to wear grown-up 
clothing.

When toddlers were learning to 
walk, long strips of fabric called 
leading strings wore sewn into the
shoulders of their gowns. A parent 

or older child held the strings to 
help the child keep their balance as
they walked.

Babies sometimes wore something 
called a pudding, which was a pad-
ded roll, around their foreheads to
protect their heads as shown in this 
painting ca.1656 by Dutch artist, 
Nicolaes Mae.

Carol Martin,
CSMD 
Surgeon

ShoesShoes
One type of shoe that was commonly worn during this time was the  
“latchet shoe,” a style of leather shoe that was fastened with a latchet  
(a leather strap or thong) that wrapped around the foot and ankle. Latchet 
shoes were typically made by cobblers, who would cut and stitch the  
leather into a basic shoe shape and then attach the latchet to the sides of 
the shoe. 

Latchet shoes were popular during the 17th century because they were 
relatively easy to make and could be adjusted to fit different foot sizes by 
tightening or loosening the latchet. They were also more affordable than 
other types of shoes, making them accessible to a wider range of people. 

In addition to latchet shoes, other types of footwear that were common 
during this time period included ankle boots, knee-high boots, and 
moccasins. However, the specific types of shoes that the pilgrims wore 
would have varied depending on their individual circumstances and needs.

Shoemaking was a skilled trade that was practiced in England and in the 
colonies, and it is likely that many colonists, including the pilgrims, had 
some knowledge of how to make shoes.

Carol Martin,
CSMD Surgeon

The Pilgrims’ Clothing - A Colorful Story
https://mayflower-or.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/
ThePilgrimsClothing-AColorfulStory.pdf
Clothing of the Pilgrims by Duane A. Cline 1999
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~mosmd/clothing.htm
Dress Like a Pilgrim - The Mayflower Society
https://themayflowersociety.org/history/dress-like-a-pil-
grim/
Did the Pilgrims Really Wear Black, White and 
Buckles? by Engrid Barnett November 22, 2019
https://www.ripleys.com/weird-news/pilgrim-clothes/
The Project Gutenberg eBook, Two Centuries of 
Costume in America, Vol. 1 (1620-1820),by Alice 
Morse Earle, March 9, 2009
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/10115/10115-h/10115-h.
htm#Pocahontas

Sources:
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NA testing has become commonplace 
among many people searching for ancestors. 
Many regard it as a silver bullet which is 
infallible. But there are limitations to DNA 
testing, particularly the most common tests 

for autosomal
DNA used by Ancestry and Family Search. They can only 
reliably go back 6 or 7 generations and in some cases, you 
may not share any DNA with fourth cousins descended 
from 3 x gr-grandparents. Ancestry’s Thru Lines pro-
gramme, which links your autosomal DNA matches to fam-
ily trees only goes back to 5 x gr-grandparents. Y DNA only 
follows an all-male line and can take you back to Mayflower 
passengers if you are male and share the
surname of a Mayflower passenger. It is also much more 
expensive than autosomal DNA. mt DNA only follows an 
all-female line. The Mayflower Society has conducted tests 
to compare the mt DNA of known female descendants of 
Mayflower passenger Constance Hopkins Snow with mt 
DNAof known descendants of Constance Snow (allegedly 
Constance Hopkins Snow’s daughter) who married Daniel 
Doane which showed that their mt DNA did not match. 
This disproved the mt DNA link rather than confirming 
it. 1During the past year the Mayflower Society withdrew 
a 2016 DNA Policy Paper from its website and it currently 
does not have a policy with respect to use of DNA to prove 

ancestors. I under-
stand that the GSMD 
Executive Committee 
removed the 2016 DNA 
policy because it didn’t 
match with the practice 
followed for the past 
couple of years which 
was to not accept DNA
evidence as the sole 
evidence for any given 
generation. The Exec-
utive Committee has 
decided that any DNA 
evidence submitted 
must be in addition to 
primary and secondary 
sources and cannot be 

the sole evidence.
The 2016 policy was very 
restrictive, accepting only Y 
DNA and even then,insist-
ing that an applicant had to 
find a close relative who had 
submitted a
successful application using 
documents. I likened that to 
finding a needle in a haystack. The Mayflower Society is de-
veloping a new policy for use of DNA in proving Mayflower 
ancestry, but has not yet announced a time frame.
In the meantime, the Mayflower Society is working with 
Family Tree DNA on an official project linked to Y DNA and 
mt DNA (see details at
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/mayflowersociety/
about ). “The Y- DNA Project includes many surnames, all 
of which are direct descendants of the men who arrived in 
Plymouth, MA aboard the ship named the
Mayflower……… The MtDNA Project is an all-female 
lineage of one of the daughters of a proven male or female 
Mayflower descendant. This project hopes to identify the 
MtDNA Haplogroup of the mothers of these descendants. 
This may help to establish parentage & place of origin in 
some lineages of women in these lines who have no paper 
records connecting their birth family with their marriage 
and children.”

I have done the Ancestry autosomal DNA test and the Fam-
ily Tree y-DNA test. I did the latter in hopes of finding who 
the parents of Thomas Noble of Westfield MA might be. He 
had come to Boston in the 1650’s and settled in Westfield. 
My grandfather had a copy of a genealogy done in 1878 of 
the Family of Thomas Noble of Westfield, which suggested 
that Thomas was born in the U.K. but without any details. 
So far, the Y DNA Noble Group on
Family Tree has not come up with details of Thomas’ origin, 
other than it was in the U.K. Apparently none of Thomas’s 
ancestors who have descendants still living in the U.K. have 
taken the y-DNA test. That is another limitation of DNA 
testing. If none of your relatives, known or unknown, have 
taken the test, you will not have any matches.

I took the Ancestry autosomal DNA test out of curiosity 

Matilda Bancroft Kinney, gravestone
Mountain Cemetery, Yarmouth

DNA Testing Can Be Helpful, 
But It is Not a Silver Bullet
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Clockwise from top left:
Deacon Stephen Smith, Mrs. Berfheba 
Smith, and Daughters Berfhebe and Betty

and to see what 
it might reveal. 
My experience 
revealed that 
I have known 
4 th cousins in 
my father’s and 
mother’s family 
trees with whom 
I do not share 
any autosomal
DNA. I found ar-
ticles explaining 
why this hap-
pens and why it 
is a limitation on 
the accuracy of 
autosomal DNA. 
2The absence of 
DNA matches 

with known 4 th cousins on my father’s side started me 
to dig deeper. I was searching for a link between Mary 
DeWolfe Kinney (1812-1887), my 2x gr-grandmother in 
Yarmouth, NS and her parents. Unsourced Ancestry Trees 
suggested they were Rufus Kinney and Matilda Bancroft. 
The genealogy of the Kinney family in Yarmouth, Nova Sco-
tia Genealogies, by George S. Brown, originally published 
in the Yarmouth Herald newspaper in the 1890’s, did not list 
Mary DeWolfe Kinney as a daughter of Rufus Kinney and 
Matilda Bancroft. Another genealogy of the Kenney/Kinney 
family published in the NEHGS Register Vol 108 p 300, Oct 
1954, claimed that Rufus and Matilda Kinney did not have 
any grandchildren. With assistance from the Yarmouth Mu-
seum, I obtained photos of the gravestones for Rufus and 
Matilda Kinney in Mountain Cemetery, Yarmouth as well 
as a photo of an adjoining monument to Rufus and Matilda 
Kinney by their grandchildren. 

Several years before I took the DNA test, I had been in 
contact with a possible fourth cousin via Rufus and Matil-
da Kinney descended from their youngest son, Charles E. 
Kenney (1832 -1922). She informed me she had seen a Family 
Bible listing the children of Rufus and Matilda and that 
Mary DeWolfe Kinney was not among them. After I took 
the DNA test, I asked her if she had done so. She replied 
yes, but that we did not share any DNA. I then asked her 
if she shared any DNA matches with any of the other 27 
people on my list who matched me at Rufus and Matilda 
Kinney. She eventually confirmed that we did have some 
common matches, including a direct descendant of Mary’s 
sister Lydia, and she pointed out two descendants of Mary’s 
brother Charles with whom I found a small DNA match. 

Then out of the blue she sent me a copy of a handwritten 
transcription from the Kinney Family Register done by her 
grandmother in 1932, which listed Mary DeWolfe Kinney 
(1812-1887) as the first-born child of Rufus and Matilda 
Kinney born almost nine months to the day from their 
marriage! Shortly thereafter I made contact with anoth-
er Kinney 4 th cousin with whom I shared a 10 cM DNA 
match. She provided me with another handwritten tran-
scription of the Kinney Family Register done by her father 
in the 1980s from the transcription done in 1932, but which 
was formatted differently and had more information about 
some of their grandchildren, including my gr-grandmother 
Cynthia Elizabeth McAlpine, daughter of Mary DeWolfe 
Kinney and her husband John Cosman McAlpine. In 1932, 
the Kinney family register was in the possession of Reuben 
and Laura Earl in Pleasant Lake, Yarmouth County, NS. 
Reuben was a grandson of Rufus and Matilda Bancroft via 
their youngest daughter Lois Amelia Kinney (1833-1919) 
who married Lorenzo Dow Earl (1831-1919). He was also a 
cousin of the person who did the 1932 transcription, Mrs. 
Genevieve M. Costello. The second transcription indicated 
“The following records taken from the old family Bible of 
Charles E. and Mary A. Kenney now in possession of Mrs. 
Genevieve M. Costello of Hollis, NY.” Elsewhere in the 
transcription it said it was based on the 1932 transcription 
done by Genevieve Costello. The two 4 th cousins who 
provided me with the two copies of the Family Register/
Bible were descendants of Charles E, Kenney, the youngest 
son of Rufus and Matilda Kinney, (1832-1932), who changed 
the spelling of his last name from Kinney to Kenney when 
he migrated to New York City after the death of his first wife 
in 1858. 

There was some confusion as to whether the family register 
came from a family bible or not. Photocopies of pages from 
the Family Bibles of Rufus Kinney and his son Charles Ken-

ney were mixed 
with the 1932 and 
1980s transcrip-
tions where the 
focus was on the 
line from Rufus 
to the descen-
dants of his son 
Charles. My 4 
th cousin said 
that the Fami-
ly Bible in the 
possession of her 
grandmother 
had been lost. 
However, the 
transcriptions 

Rufus and Matilda Kinney, monument 
Mountain Cemetery, Yarmouth

Rufus D. Kenny, gravestone
Mountain Cemetery, Yarmouth



provided sufficient proofs for me to do an analysis ac-
cepted by the Mayflower Society that the parents of Mary 
DeWolfe Kinney were Rufus Kinney and Matilda Bancroft. 
That was key into opening up three Supplemental Appli-
cations for Certificates from Myles Standish, George Soule 
and Edward Doty. Rufus Kinney’s mother was Hannah 
Weston who is named in the Standish and Doty Silver 
Books as a fifth-generation descendant and also in the 
Soule Pink Books. Rufus Kinney’s father John was descend-
ed two ways from Mayflower passenger Stephen Hopkins 
via his daughter Constance and his son Giles. I haven’t 
tried to prove those lines as I already have a certificate for 
Stephen Hopkins from my paternal grandmother Sarah 
May Snow who descended in a direct line of Snows from 
Constance Hopkins Snow. 

One of my other experiences with autosomal DNA is that 
it led to the discovery of a previously unknown set of 5 x 
gr-grandparents, Loyalists William Boone and Ruth Hill 
from North Kingston, Rhode Island who arrived
in what is now Saint John, NB on board the “Union” in 
April 1783 at the head of the Spring Fleet from New York 
City. My mother’s Loyalist ancestor Daniel Smith from 
New Milford, Connecticut was also on the “Union”, but 
without his family who came later. I have 62 DNA matches 
with William Boone and Ruth Hill and 13 to their daughter 
Lucy Boone and 12 to her first husband Stephen Clarke. I 
believe that Lucy and Stephen’s daughter Amelia Clarke 
(1798-1850) married Benjamin Smith, grandson of Loyalist 
Daniel Smith, and they were my 3x gr-grandparents. I have 
only 9 DNA matches with
Benjamin Smith and Amelia Clarke. However, I have not 
been able to prove the link between Lucy Boone and Ste-
phen Clarke and their daughter Amelia. I have her baptism 
record, but it doesn’t identify her parents. I had someone 
in Fredericton search the files of the Provincial Archives 

there, to no avail. “First Families of New Brunswick” iden-
tifies Lucy’s first husband as William Clarke and their mar-
riage date as 1805. Whereas a record from the Maugerville 
Anglican Church says Lucy’s husband was Stephen Clarke 
and they were married in 1792. I found documentation 
proving William Boone’s status as a Loyalist. His claim for 
compensation was rejected by the Loyalist Commissioners 
because it was submitted too late. I also discovered that 
his wife Ruth Hill is listed as a fifth-generation descendant 
of Mayflower passenger George Soule in the Soule Pink 
Books. So, while DNA led me to the discovery of my rela-
tionship to William Boone and Ruth Hill, it has not provid-
ed the proof that Amelia Clarke was their granddaughter 
via their daughter Lucy and her husband Stephen Clarke. 
Part of the problem is that very few descendants of Benja-
min Smith and Amelia Clarke have taken a DNA test.

The perplexing absence of a DNA match with a fourth 
cousin led to the discovery of documentation which led to 
three Mayflower certificates. Conversely a DNA match with 
previously unknown 4x gr-grandparents and their children 
cannot be documented. DNA can certainly help identify 
previously unknown relatives if enough people who share 
that relationship have also done the DNA test. But even 
then, there are limitations outlined in this article.

1 Mayflower Quarterly Vol 86, No. 3, Fall 2019 p. 40
2 “Why Don’t I Share Any DNA with My Known Relative? 
“accessed at https://www.legacytree.com/blog/why-dont-i-
share-any-dna-with-my-known-relative ; “What are Fourth 
Cousins Matches on Ancestry DNA”, which says “You 
will only share DNA with about half of your 4th cousins”, 
accessed at https://whoareyoumadeof.com/blog/what-are-
4th-cousin-matches-on-ancestry-dna/

John Noble, CSMD Historian

Match these diseases from the 18th and 19th centuries
What Was That Ailment?

Was it:
a. poliomyelitis
b. an acute infectious disease caused by a parasite transmitted 
by lice and fleas
c. Malarial infection, with stages of chills, fever and sweating 
recurring regularly
d. paralysis caused by stroke
e. pneumonia

Disease terminology information used with permission of Craig Thornber creator of the GLOSSARY OF MEDICAL TERMS USED IN THE 
18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES https://www.thornber.net/medicine/html/medgloss.html

What was:
1. Ague
2. Apoplexy
3. Infantile paralysis
4. Lung fever
5. Typhus

Answers on page 3
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And One More Reason...
We have all read stories of old genealogy lines which are eventually proven 
incorrect.  A precious Mayflower ancestor lost due to error, transcription, or 
multiple marriages.  Back in 1980, I lost my Mayflower ancestor.
    
Early research seemed to trace to a Richard More and Christian Hunter. 
Confusion stemmed from several difficulties.  Errors, mind you.  And a mul-
tiple marriage.
    
First, Richard’s name was not on the Mayflower Compact.  Why not?  Sec-
ond, was his surname More or Moore?
 
MOORE:  My ancestor, Eleanor Moore was a daughter of Samuel Moore 
(but not Mary Crowell, as recent genealogies report.)  How he connected 
back to Richard had not been established.  On our pedigree chart, a vague 
wavy line wafted off in the distance to Richard Moore.  To complicate mat-
ters, Eleanor married Samuel Chesley in Annapolis, NS.  Their son, Samuel, 
according to a Chesley historian, married Susanna Fellows, or was it Eunice?  
A second-marriage memory error.  The part they did get right is Samuel 
married a Fellows daughter. But those simple errors made all the difference.  No Mayflower ancestor for me. Move on.  
How many Samuels does it take to get it all so wrong?

The Shortest Tale of Three Richard Mores
	 Richard More, Sr. - father of Samuel More, who married his first cousin, Katherine More, daughter of Jasper 
More.

	 Richard More, six years old - younger son of Katherine More and fiancé, Jacob Blakeway, allegedly.  At least 
Samuel believed it to be true, so he arranged for Richard and his three siblings (Elinor, Jasper, and Mary) to be sent 
away on a ship to uncertain survival, settling Pilgrims on an uncertain shore.

	 Richard More, legal son and heir - of Samuel More and second wife, Elizabeth Worsley, kept safe and sound in 
Linley, England, unaware of the story stuck in a trunk of his father.  On the chance older son Jasper claimed he was the 
legal heir, it ensured he had no claim on Linley and Larden.  Jasper had been disowned.

In 1979, there was no wikitree, wikipedia, or wikileaks to confirm a pedigree, family history, or a hint of scandal.  In 1619, 
it was all there, and more.  In 1979, there was my father, looking in the wrong lineages, with the wrong names, while I 
thought there might be another path.  Even at fifty, a boy still respects his father. Life continued.  Richard was still out 
there; I stayed here and missed the hints for years.  Until 2015, and on-line genealogy records parted the mist of time.

With so many Pilgrims at every event, there are limited eyewitness records for the life of Richard More.  Yet he grows 
up daily in my mind&#39;s eye, from his earliest life events of record to the Mayflower landing, surviving the winter 
while losing three siblings, to spots of records that get him married with children, being out at sea, and finally buried in 
Salem, where an inscribed stone is his grave marker.

As I mentioned in my grave marker article, there was a particular sunny day on which the truth of our Mayflower 
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ancestry was staring me straight in the face. Samuel Chesley married Anna Fellows, daughter of Susanna Dodge...Susan-
na Knowlton...Susanna Dutch....Susanna More...daughter of Richard More.  I read article after article, checked the list of 
ancestors twice, and again once more. It was right.  It was true!!
What was even more true was seeing my GSMD certificate!  It arrived at the end of the application process.  This involved 
getting documents for my grandmother (Mary Pearl Kimball) and great- grandmother (Charlotte Ann Chute) as their clos-
est living kin.  Several signatures later, and they were ordered from the Archives of Ontario.  Fortunately, they were all in 
order and proved I was who I claimed to be: an 11th generation descendant from Richard More.  Move over!
   
And then there were all these Royal ancestors along for the ride.  Until the rest of the passengers find their way back to 
England, and find their path to royalty, Richard is the one passenger known to have royal ancestors.  We will go with what 
we know.
   
But what don’t we know:

What was his opinion on topics of religious freedom or security in a new land?  Did he do his chores and lessons with care 
or care-free abandon?  Did his early voyage fascinate him and instill in him a desire for life at sea?  How much time did he 
spend away from his wife and children?  Where did his captain logs disappear to, or might they be buried in another attic 
truck awaiting discovery in 2059?

What was it about his survival that struck me the most?  Karen Rinaldo’s artistic rendition of “First Thanksgiving 1621” 
made me wonder for a while if seven-year-old Richard, tucked in the background, truly was just a ‘water boy’.  Then I re-
alized. A survivor would be!!  What better job is there than being the source of the family’s water.  All you can drink while 
you draw pails for others.  It had the added benefit of easing the hunger on half-ration days.  Plus, there might be some-
thing edible along the way.  And there was the freedom and fresh air, and the peace and quiet. (I remember the tin cup we 
hung on the old well pump on our farm.  Handy for me when I had to pump water for others.  I could fill my belly first.)

As very young boys, we also learn the secret of scraps that fall around the kitchen or the taste when no one is looking.  
Sneaky skillset learned at four in Shropshire would serve across the seas at six.  Ninety years ago, it was 1933.  I was four 
once myself.  Yes, we survivors know.

In 1619, it was not really about reason.  In fact, it was the most unreasonable reaction, no matter how true the paternity 
question was or not.  Yet it is the only reason I am speaking these thoughts today.  So for now, thank you, Samuel More, 
you gave me one more reason to live today.  You sent Richard across the water to draw water, so I could pump water.

More Right than Wrong
   
Whether we descend from William Brewster with his million of Descen-
dants or from Richard More with his few hundreds, we all have the right 
reason to celebrate the survival of the Mayflower passengers.  Saints or 
sinners,  
Separatists or servants, Sons or sisters, the adults signed the Mayflower 
Compact to agree together, and that is one more reason that it was right.

Richard More was six.  Just a boy.  So, he didn’t sign.
   
My genealogy proved to be correct, and that is one more reason for me to 
celebrate at 94 years of age.  I feel closer to meeting Richard More than I 
feel like reading more about him.  That way, I will learn the truth.  And 
that is one more reason, I guess.

Submitted by Vern Goheen



Greetings from the Nova Scotia Colony! 
The Nova Scotia Colony has already begun meeting via Zoom to plan for our 2023 Conference and AGM to be held 
on September 22-23 in Arcadia, Yarmouth County. When the plans are finalized, full details will be posted on our 
Facebook page, on the Nova Scotia Colony website, and via email to members and recent attendees. No hurricane this 
year, please! 

Our Colony was formed in 2004, led by a forward-thinking group of four proven Mayflower descendants. At the fall 
conference we will be honouring the memory of one of these four, Eleanor Smith of Shelburne, NS, who passed away 
in February 2023.

Current Board members are:
Regent: Cheryl Anderson
Vice-Regent: Barry Frame
Past Regents: Bill Curry and Gordon Wood
Secretary: Deborah Trask
Treasurer: Gary Archibald
Historian: Judi Archibald
Captain: Peter Fillmore
Elder: Beth Hyslop
Surgeon: [vacant]
Member-at- Large: Marlene Wood

Check our website: http://mayflowernovascotia.ca/  
or our Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/MayflowerNS.

Respectfully submitted
Cheryl Anderson, Regent
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APRON - worn by everyone to keep their clothes clean
BREECHES - knee-length pants worn by Pilgrim boys
COIF - a tight-fitting cap worn by Pilgrim girls
DOUBLET - a short coat worn by Pilgrim boys
GOWNS - one piece garment with long sleeves and skirts worn by girls and boys  
(until the boys got their first breeches)
PETTICOATS (skirts) worn by boys with their doublets until they were four, girls and women always
POCKET - a small bag worn around the waist
POINTS - laces used by Pilgrim boys to tie their breeches and doublet together
PUDDING - a padded roll – around his forehead. If a child fell, the roll would protect the head from 
bumps and bruises.
SUIT - a doublet and breeches worn together
WAISTCOAT - a type of jacket worn by Pilgrim girls

Pilgrim Clothing

Juniors’ Activities
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